
	

	

	
	
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
Welcome to the Spring Edition of the GKRA Newsletter 

 
So, here we are in Lockdown Number 3, and another online-only edition 
of the Newsletter. Hopefully, by the time you are reading this, we will be 
easing out of the lockdown and looking forward to being able to meet 
family and friends outside. Many of us will by now have had our first 
vaccination, so we are all hopeful for a more “normal” spring and 
summer. 
 
 
Thank you to everyone who has already contributed to the newsletter, 
and if you would like to get in touch please email us at 
 

gkra.newsletter@gmail.com 
 
A couple of points to note – the views expressed in this newsletter are 
not necessarily the views of the editors or the GKRA committee, and the 
editorial team reserve the right to edit copy as they see fit. We do not 
have an unlimited number of pages, so hope that you will understand if 
your contribution has been shortened in order to fit it in. 
 
Looking forward to hearing from you; copy for the next edition is 
required by early May. 
 
Stay safe and well. 
 
Rose 712207    Myriam 711314 
 
 
 
 
Residents’ Association Officers 
 
 
Chairman – John Golledge, chairman@greatkingshill.org 
 
Secretary – Jackie Goodfellow, jag200509@gmail.com 
 
Treasurer – Shirley Challis,  07771 567921 
 



 
 

 
News from our local councillors 

 
Dear Residents, 
  
I know it’s been very challenging for all of us over the past year and many residents 
contact me on many issues which I try to direct to the right people who can help. 
Having a chat to someone really does help in many ways which I do on a regular 
basis. 
 
Can I give a belated thank you to the Village Hall for organising a very small and 
controlled Remembrance Sunday wreath-laying ceremony which we managed to do. 
 
Speeding has been an issue in all our villages for many years but in Great Kingshill 
we have been very fortunate that our community groups have been working very 
hard on speed watch and Monitoring the VAS units. Plus, we have the 30-mph 
speed limit. I am always lobbying the Bucks Council on this issue, particularity if I 
receive correspondence from residents, and I always get the same answer back, that 
it is a Police matter. So, I will continue to ask the TVP for support on this issue. 
 
I am now trying to bid for funding to resurface the road from Great Kingshill to Cryers 
Hill. 
 
Please can I thank everyone who supports our Community. 
 
Keep safe 
Regards David Carroll, 
Bucks Councillor  
 
 
 
Update from Hughenden Parish Council 
  
Despite the deep disappointment of a third lockdown and the challenges it brings to 
everyday living, life itself continues.  Snowdrops are emerging and buds are visible 
on the trees.  The January snow brought children of all ages a moment’s respite and 
it was a joy to hear their laughter and to see their snowmen around the parish. 
  
Work within Hughenden Parish Council, continues.  The office is closed, and all our 
meetings continue remotely.  Mel and Jill, our Clerk and Deputy Clerk, are working 
predominantly from home and whilst they aren’t there to answer your calls, they do 
return messages and do receive your emails, write to us 
at Clerk@hughendenpc.org.uk.   
 
At this time the delayed local council elections are still planned for May 2021, but we 
are realistic that these plans may change at short notice.  Similarly, the legislation to 



be able to hold our meetings virtually, expires in May 2021 and we wait to see what 
the government will instruct thereafter.   
  
Councillors are like you, juggling work from home, home schooling, practical life and 
their council interests too.  We are actively working with local resident associations 
on pressing issues whilst developing a new website and Survey and revisiting 
policies and procedures to serve us better in the future.  Our Garden of Rest remains 
open and interest in our allotment sites is brisk.  Whilst our playgrounds are open, 
we emphasise that they are not being cleaned and parents or carers must be 
cautious and take responsibility for cleaning their children’s hands before and after 
use and of course, absolutely no eating or drinking whilst in the 
playgrounds.  Hedges are being cut when the ground conditions favour us and the 
work identified by the Tree Survey 2020, is underway.  
   
Our colleagues at Buckinghamshire Council remain busy too, many officers are 
redeployed to frontline Covid activities and the balance are predominantly working 
from home, this does mean that there are sometimes delays to queries and 
responses, please bear with them as they try to respond. 
  
Within the greater parish, we are fortunate to have many volunteers and volunteer 
groups who swung back into action before Christmas.   They have done a 
magnificent job in supporting those in need both with practical actions and friendly 
support.  Thank you to each and every one. 
  
With the emphasis on our physical health, we shouldn’t ignore the second issue of 
our mental health, and much like Covid 19, anxiety, stress, loneliness and 
depression can affect all, even the healthiest of us.  So, we draw your attention to 
the Public Health England message below. 
  
 
Every Mind Matters campaign 
 
Health and wellbeing have been a theme of our work over the last year or so, and 
mental health, in particular, has never been more important. Public Health England 
has launched the Better Health – Every Mind Matters campaign to support the 
nation’s mental wellbeing with the message that “when things aren’t so good out 
there, make inside feel better”. The campaign encourages people to create a 
free NHS-approved Mind Plan. Resources to help you support and promote the 
campaign include images for social media, Embedding Instructions: Your Mind 
Plan, and web banners.  Follow the link https://bit.ly/3iZNG13 to access this 
information. 
  
  
Hughenden Parish Council 
January 2021 
 
 

 

 



Now is the time to Shop Local 
	
In a world where you can have anything within 24 hours why not take a step back 
and think a little more about what we buy and the people we buy it from. We've 
decided to shine a spotlight on some local heroes who now, more than ever, need 
the support of the local community. Shopping local is not only better for the planet, 
but it also means so much to the business owners. If you stop shopping on Amazon 
it will survive, but if you stop shopping local, they won't.  
 
 
Pantry at 51: 
Prestwood’s zero waste coffee shop has a huge range of refill items including 
shampoo, conditioner, washing powders, nuts, seeds, pasta and so much more. 
 
Fan Fan: 
A little piece of Italy on Great Missenden High Street; handmade, delicious pizza with 
old favourites and new classics.  
 
Blossom and Ivy: 
A wonderful little florist catering for a home brightening bouquet or an entire 
wedding, a friendly service and fresh beautiful flowers. 
 
Peterley Manor Farm: 
A family run farm offering a well-stocked farm shop, pick your own in the summer, 
the Wild Strawberry Cafe, nursery and Christmas Tree farm, something for everyone 
all year round.  
 
Thomas Tyrrell Designs: 
A new addition to Prestwood High Street, offering a creative hub for everything 
interior design; filled with homeware, gifts, candles pottery and paint, all beautifully 
presented and with a gift-wrapping service. 
	

	 	 	 	 	
	
	
Let’s all help to support our local businesses, and embrace our new-found, slower 
pace of life. 
 
Sarajane Reynolds 

 

 

 



Knowing Your Place...Discovering Buckinghamshire’s Parishes  

 
Are you a keen historian, local super-sleuth or simply fascinated by your parish’s past? Do you 
belong to a local history society with shared knowledge of your local area? Or perhaps you're 
new to the area and keen to learn all about the history of your new home and surroundings? 

If so, then the Buckinghamshire Council Archaeology Service needs your help with updating its 
special ‘parish summaries’. These give an important potted history of locally significant 
archaeological sites, landscapes and buildings in each parish and include illustrations and links 
to other detailed records and photographs. 

The call for help follows last summer's launch of the Buckinghamshire Heritage Portal, an 
interactive public-facing website containing vast amounts of data and information about the 
history of Buckinghamshire. 

Included on the portal are the parish summaries, one for each of the county's 163 parishes. 
While they are fascinating and informative, some of the summaries are now over 10 years old 
and need updating in light of more recent local parish discoveries. You can check out the current 
parish summaries at https://heritageportal.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/theme-list/parishes 

Buckinghamshire Council Cabinet Member for Culture, Patrick Hogan said it was really important 
that local people take part. “The Heritage Portal is a hugely valuable resource containing 
thousands of important local references. Brilliant as it is, we can make it even better by tapping 
into those with invaluable local knowledge to help us update our parish summary records. 

“We're really keen to invite local historians, societies and interested parties to join in and help us 
out with this fascinating project.”  

Patrick continued: “Training on using the portal to update the text will be provided, and all 
assistance will be acknowledged on the relevant parish pages once updated. Of course, 
additional information, known to the local community but missing from the portal, is very much 
welcomed.” 

For further information and details of how to take part, please 
email her@buckinghamshire.gov.uk with the subject heading ‘FAO Lucy Lawrence - Knowing 
Your Place’ and with the following information: 

• Name of participant(s) 

• Parish(es) of interest 

• Association to parish(es) of interest 

• Affiliation to local archaeological or historical societies 

• Any particular area of expertise. 

We will allocate a volunteer group or individual to each parish on a ‘first come first served’ basis, 
although we will be looking for an association with a parish from the participant. This will be a 
real two-way relationship and we will provide positive support to volunteers. There is no deadline 
for expressions of interest, and the volunteers are welcome to take on further parishes if there 
are any remaining after the first round of applications. 

  
 



Staying Fit During Lockdown and Preparing Yourself For Freedom 
 

Last March, I was not alone when I was forced to dramatically change the way I ran 
my business, in order to stay afloat financially. On a personal level, things really 
changed too, it was a case for everyone to make the best of this bad situation!  
 
I am a local Pilates teacher and fitness instructor and going online was the only 
option for me to retain an income. But how does a 51-year-old technophobe do that? 
A very quick crash course, multiple webinars, and a few migraines later, I was ready 
to take my community classes online. It has been a year-long learning curve and I 
have had to push myself out of my comfort zone and get out there on social media. I 
use a lot of equipment in my classes so had to get creative and think of ways to use 
things that everyone had in their home. It’s amazing what you can do with a broom 
handle, flannel, tins of soup, a towel, pair of socks, pants, a chair, and a pillowcase!  
 
My main objective was to keep everyone moving. Sitting around with not much to do, 
or working from home, often means sitting for long periods of time in one position. 
Our bodies seize up without regular movement and in turn can affect our posture, so 
I offered my clients unlimited access to the whole timetable; this way they were able 
to do multiple classes per week without the financial worry. It also gave them some 
structure to the week that was no longer there, relieving boredom, and helping their 
mental health. Exercise releases endorphins (a natural painkiller and a mood 
elevator) that physiologically make you feel good, and it reduces levels of cortisol, 
which is the body’s stress hormone.  
 
As I mainly teach Pilates, I realised that the heart health element of my classes was 
missing so I added additional cardiovascular sessions. Regular aerobic activity not 
only strengthens the heart muscle but helps improve circulation, the respiratory 
system, metabolism, avoids weight gain, achieves better sleep, and is good for 
mental health. Not only does it support all the above, but with a lockdown in place, it 
is important to note that it has also been helpful for improving the immune system.  
 
For some it has been a very lonely time, so being able to stay part of a group has 
been another factor for good mental health. We were fortunate to have some 
beautiful weather last year, I personally have never walked so many miles in such a 
short space of time! If classes are not your thing, then getting out in the fresh air on 
country walks (National Trust and Chiltern Area of Outstanding Beauty have some 
great information on local walks) has so many benefits to good health. And walking 
is free! It will improve circulation, lung function, hip mobility, balance and 
coordination, strengthen muscles and bones, manage weight, prevent disease and 
improve your mood (especially walking outside in nature). 
 
How will exercise prepare us for getting back to normal life? 
My advice is to do little and often, making it part of your daily/weekly routine; 
‘exercise snacking’ if you will. It doesn’t have to be a class or even actual exercise, 
any movement is good movement, so anything that gets you out of a chair and 
moving around is beneficial; a walk to the shop, dancing around the kitchen, climb up 
and down the stairs, maybe even grab the laundry basket and do some squats! You 
might have you developed some aches and pains that you didn’t experience before 
the plague hit, which could be down to a change in lifestyle and mobility patterns, or 



lack of exercise. Movement is medicine, we don’t have to be good at it, we just need 
to do it! 
 
I am also a specialist in menopause health and how physical fitness can help 
manage the symptoms naturally. 
  
If you are interested in finding out more about the classes I run either live or on 
demand, please feel free to contact me or visit my websites linked below: 
 
Alison Lacey 
 
07813540751 
onyxhealthandfitness@gmail.com   
 
onyxhealthandfitness.co.uk  
meno-strong.com  

 
 

Covid Vaccine 
 
Buckinghamshire Council is urging residents to think and check before they share 
information online about the COVID-19 vaccine. While many posts on social media 
and other channels tell positive stories about peoples’ experiences, there is a large 
amount of misinformation about the vaccine spreading online. 

It’s essential to get any information about the COVID-19 vaccine from a reliable 
source, such as the NHS or Government’s websites. It’s also really important that 
people are aware of the following facts about the COVID-19 vaccine: 

• It has been through the same strict safety checks that all vaccines go 
through 

• The vaccine is suitable for vegetarians and vegans. It does not contain any 
animal products or egg and imams have stated the vaccines are halal 

• Any side effects are mild other than in extremely rare cases – as is the 
case with all vaccines and medicines 

• You cannot get COVID-19 from having the vaccine – it contains no live 
virus and cannot cause infection 

• The COVID-19 vaccine offers the best possible protection from COVID-19, 
which carries significant health risks if you catch it 

 

Thinking before sharing something on social media that could be potentially harmful, 
or misleading is key, and the advice is to take 5 seconds to consider: 

• If it’s a rumour, don’t send it on 
• Check the facts and get information from trusted sources 
• Ask yourself, how does the person who’s sent this know it’s true? 

 



 
 

 
CHAMELEON SINGLES GROUP 

 
If there is one year that will stand out in our almost 20-year history, it will be 2020. 
This was the first time we were unable to produce a programme for two months and 
the first time we ventured into on line events. The change was rapid and has now 
become the regular way for the time being. 
 
Between the lockdowns we were able to make use of the “Rule of 6” to meet outside 
during the summer months. Even if that was still available it would prove to be very 
difficult in the colder and wetter conditions of winter. However, we are looking 
forward to summer when perhaps things will have eased and we will be able to 
return to holding some of the group events we all enjoy. 
 
We have over the last few months enjoyed our regular events such as the Friday 
Lunch Club and Pub Night at home. It’s very much a case of supply your own food 
and drink and enjoy the conversation over Zoom. Other social media such as What’s 
App and Facebook have also helped us keep in touch with video and a very good 
icon music quiz that got us all thinking. 
 
Our virtual Pancake evening was a success too. Our expert pancake maker was on 
hand to show us how to make the perfect pancake along with a selection of toppings. 
Only difference this year was of course we all had to cook our own at home! Still, 
they were just as delicious and the conversation flowed amongst the eating. 
 
Looking forward we hope to be able to return to having meals out at pubs and 
restaurants, going for days out, visiting the cinema and theatre, going for walks and 
many of the other things we enjoy. It may still be a while yet before we can get back 
doing some of these things. However, the wait will be worth it as we have lots of 
plans in the pipeline.  
 
We are still welcoming new members to our group even though some of our newer 
members have only met on-line. If you are single, 40-60’s, looking for a great social 
life and new friends then why not give us a try? There are no strangers at 
Chameleon, just new friends to be made both through our Zoom meet-ups and at 
regular events when these are possible. We have several local people from Great 
Kingshill, Widmer End, Prestwood, Hazlemere and surrounding areas and you would 
be very welcome too. To find out more call our membership secretaries Terrie on 
01494 445816, Trevor on 01494 529067 or e-mail: info@chameleonsingles.org.uk. 
Visit us on-line at www.chameleonsingles.org.uk for more information and our 
current programme or connect with us through Facebook. 
	
	

 

 



Christmas Lights Trail – the winners 
	
The winners of the Christmas Lights Trail were all from the same family. Pictures of 
the Christmas trees are below.  
 
One of the positive side effects was that there were a huge number of additional 
lights in the village this year - I guess most were the result of the GKRA request for 
more lights. 
 
Category 6-10, drawn by BK:           Category under 6s, drawn by DK and FK jointly: 

 

                   
 
 
 
 
The On-going Problem with Litter 
 
On passing the village notice board one day during my lockdown walk, I saw a notice 
suggesting that residents who cared about their village pick up litter during their 
regular exercise. As littering is pretty high up on the long list of things that annoy me, 
I felt this was a good way of combining exercise and keeping the village clean. 
Once I started, I was horrified by how much I was collecting on a regular basis. It 
would appear from the majority of rubbish I pick up that modern man lives on a diet 
of pizza, KFC or McDonalds takeaway, eaten in their car and once consumed, the 
packaging is thrown out of the window.  This type of fast food is then washed down 
by Redbull, Costa coffee or beer, the empty cans and cups following the food 
wrappings out of the window. This is all then rounded off by inhaling nitrous oxide 
from canisters or balloons and once used thrown out of the car window to join the 
rest of the rubbish.  
These people then return to their homes, presumably not in the village, to repeat this 
behaviour the following day. There is clearly no hope left for mankind, but the more 
of us picking up litter we can keep this part of the Chilterns looking a bit cleaner.  
 
Tom Matthissen. 
 
 



Muscat Old Boys on Tour – Edgbaston 2015-21 
 
Part 5 Muscat Old Boys on Tour: 2020 - That didn’t go as planned! 
 
Well, what a year 2020 was.  
Having booked tickets and hotel for Days 2&3 of the West Indies Test in the middle 
of June we never did get to find out what the weather in Birmingham is like at that 
time of year! Still, Warwickshire CCC kept our money safe for future occasions, in 
contrast to Ibis who seemed to be oblivious to the fact that the pandemic was the 
reason that we had to cancel. 
 
What shall we do, we asked? Back in September 2020 there were no test matches 
scheduled for Edgbaston in 2021 so various ageing brains wheeled into action. How 
about Old Trafford, or Headingly (‘I’m not joining Yorkshire!’ he said), or Trent 
Bridge? 
 
Undeterred, however, the Muscat Old Boys had a cunning plan … 
On the basis that the Trent Bridge Test is due to be played in the middle of August 
then there was a possibility, at least, of the pandemic easing off and/or a vaccine 
being available and that the match might go ahead. So, Trent Bridge it is then. 
This did, of course, require the Lancastrian scribe to become a member of yet 
another county, Nottinghamshire this time, in order to secure tickets for the India 
series in 2021. Maybe there’s a record for number of county memberships in a 
season, might have a go at that! 
 
At this point, Biffo said ‘how about we go for three days cricket this time and make it 
four nights away?’ Trousers said ‘….might be able to get away with three days’, not 
sure what he meant by that. Agreed then, albeit with minimal reference to our 
resident Astute QS, so the die was cast. As a result, at some unheard-of hour in the 
morning on 4 December 2020, yours truly hit the internet and managed, after a 
number of dubious attempts, to figure out the Nottinghamshire CCC website and 
book tickets for the first three days of the England v India test in August 2021. 
It was now Brooksie’s turn. Where are we going to stay Brooksie? Anybody know 
anything about Nottingham? Nope! 
 
To be fair, after finding that the Ibis was supposedly fully booked, he did find a hotel 
but there was, shall we say, a bathroom shortage. Various suggestions were made 
including drawing lots for four of the five rooms that had ‘en-suite’. 
Thinking outside of the box, Biffo decided to investigate further. Speaking to the Ibis 
Hotel direct he managed to source the required number of rooms, all with 
bathrooms. Relief all round! 
 
You may ask, why Ibis after the shenanigans last year. Well, now much wiser, in 
order to avoid the same fate, we did not go for the cheapest rate, money up front 
option. No, hindsight is a wonderful thing, let’s go for the free cancellation option, it 
might be worth it in the end. 
 
Subject therefore to staying healthy, tiers, lockdowns and vaccines all we need to do 
now is save up for the extra day. Wish us luck! 

Keith A Merton 



News from Prestwood Nature 
 

 
Breaking news is that we are hoping to refurbish our Pollinator Friendly Garden at. 
Greenlands Lane during the year. We plan to re-landscape the area completely and 
make it a place where pollinators can thrive, and we can learn more about these 
essential creatures. 
 
So, if you have any ideas and would like to become involved in improving this habitat 
please get in touch either through the website www.prestwoodnature.org or 
chair@prestwoodnature.org 
 

 
Butterflies Galore 

 
Since 2006 Prestwood Nature has organised a Butterfly Transect.  This is a fixed 4K 
route which is walked one day each week from April to September to identify and count 
butterflies. 
 
The walk begins and ends at Prestwood Local Nature Reserve. There’s a lot of up and 
down hill but you get superlative views from the tops as well as seeing some lovely 
butterflies. The most common ones such as Meadow Brown, Common Blue and 
Speckled Wood are occasionally joined by the rarer ones such as the Silver Washed 
Fritillary and Purple Emperor. 
 
The results are collated locally by Tony Marshall and are published on the Prestwood 
Nature website each year when the transect is completed. You can see these results 
together with photos of the butterflies mostly taken by our members whilst they are 
walking the transect. 
 
Our records are submitted to the United Kingdom Butterfly Monitoring Scheme 
(UKBMS)and form part of the national figures. These are important because butterflies 
are uniquely placed to act as indicators of the state of the environment. 
 
Co-ordination of PN’s butterfly transect has been taken over by a Great Kingshill 
resident Anne Evans. If you would like to take part in the Transect, and be part of an 
important nationwide survey, contact Anne anne.sthergk@btinternet.com for more 
information. Full training is given in butterfly identification and you will be able to walk 
the route with one of our experienced members. 
 
You will also have the opportunity to enjoy our glorious countryside whilst spotting 
beautiful butterflies. 
 

                        
Common Blue                                       Meadow Brown 
                 



                        
Purple Emperor                                                Silver-washed Fritillary 

 

Cockpit Hole: The Great Depression 
 

In this New Age of Covid, depression is something we are all having to face.  So, I 
thought I might raise the subject of that greatest depression of all in the centre of 
Great Kingshill - the one triangled between Stag Lane and Cockpit Road, 
descending, it appears, to the very depths of Hades. 
 
On the earliest maps going back to the early nineteenth century it is shown, 
unnamed, as one of many large ponds on Kingshill Common, the rest of which are 
now sadly filled in.  The first reference I have discovered to the name of Cockpit Hole 
is not until the middle of the nineteenth century, when it had already given its name 
to the neighbouring farm and, when the new road was constructed in the late 
nineteenth century leading into Stag Lane, to that road as well.  "Cockpit" was widely 
used for deep depressions.  Although the term originated as a deep enclosure for 
cockfighting, it was soon taken over, as early as the sixteenth century, as a general 
term for similar structures, particularly for a low deck on men-of-war where wounded 
sailors were sheltered, later extended to the pilot's cabin in aircraft.  So, the name is 
prosaic, descriptive merely - there has never been any suggestion that cockfighting 
took place there: if it had done, they would have had to have been diving fowls. 
  
By chance I recently came across an earlier name, used in 1714 during his 
perambulation of the parish boundary by the then vicar of Hughenden, the Rev. John 
Batchler.  This was "Lotemore Pond".  With a few minor changes (spellings were 
relatively arbitrary in those days) one can assume that this represented "Lodemere", 
i.e. "lode" with the common local word for large ponds in those days, "mere" (as seen 
today in Widmer End or Wibner Pond in north Prestwood, for instance).  Lode was a 
Middle English term, still in use today in East Anglia, for a "drainage channel".  Lode 
came from the Anglo-Saxon lād used more generally for any route along which 
goods might be carried, whether track or canal (it gave rise to our word "load").  So, 
before they started using the name of Cockpit, this pond was referred to as a place 
of drainage, just as it is important even today for road drainage.  It would have 
played such a role on the original common, helping to drain the surrounding grass, 
heath and scrub land.   
 
Most ponds on the common were used for washing carts or watering stock, but 
Lotemore or Cockpit would have presented a challenge for either of these, with its 
original steep sides (the restoration of 2008 provided more gentle access that was 
not there before).  Apart from the fact that such a large depression would have been 
difficult to eradicate anyway, it could be, and apparently was, seen as serving the 



useful function of preventing flooding.  (When the old common pond in Chequers 
Lane allotments in Prestwood was filled in recently, it was soon followed by major 
flooding, as excess water from a drain blockage no longer had anywhere to go.) 
 
Unlike other ponds nearby, this one was obviously not created by villagers for their 
own use, so its origin must have been natural.  The obvious explanation, and it is 
difficult to find any other, is that it was a swallow-hole - a place where water passing 
through a cavern in the chalk underlying the Kingshill clay eventually eroded it so far 
that the roof of the cave collapsed, and the ground above plunged to the bottom.  
Swallow-holes are common in limestone districts like Derbyshire but are not so 
frequent in the chalk.  They do, however, occur and there are several local 
examples, all with the characteristic precipitous sides, among which Cockpit Hole 
stands out as by far the largest.  We do not know when this catastrophe occurred - it 
may even have been before there was human settlement here at all. 
  
Although the base of Cockpit Hole is not impermeable, the clay that fell into it would 
have provided a lining of sorts, so that most of the time it held water.  As such it was 
always of value to wildlife, more than it was for us.  There was a good natural aquatic 
eco-system established here, including one of the few local places for Water 
Ladybird, when I examined it decades ago.  There are records of Frogs and Great 
Crested Newts in the 1930s.  As part of a general pond survey by Holly Bennett for 
Prestwood Nature in 2011, after the restoration, frogs and Smooth Newts were 
recorded, although sadly it seems the great crested newts had gone.  If you visit and 
see any signs of amphibians (or other creatures) at the pond, we would be interested 
to hear from you, so that we can keep our records up to date - and someone may 
even rediscover the GCN.  Observing pond life is an excellent way of taking some 
benefit out of the Great Depression! 
  

       
 

 
Tony Marshall 
   

 



GREAT KINGSHILL SIT AND SEW GROUP 
 
Last year our group, which meets on the first and third Mondays of the month, 
decided to support a member's request for help to make quilts for a children's 
charity.  The fabric was supplied but the piecing and quilting were decided by the 
maker.  I think you will agree that these beautiful quilts should be treasured by the 
recipients. 
 
We welcome anyone who has an interest in anything to do with a needle (except 
vaccinations) so if you are into sewing, knitting, crochet, needle felting, embroidery, 
beading, crewel work, ribbon embroidery and any related craft. 
 
We hope to be reopening in the Village Hall soon so why not pay us a visit and see 
what we do?  New Year and New Resolutions. 
 
Stay safe. 
Cathi Grainger 
 

 

	  
 

	
                       

GREAT KINGSHILL VILLAGE HALL 
NOTES FROM LOCKDOWN 3 

 
My previous review, written in October last year, said that we ‘looked forward to re-
opening in early December’ – sadly that lasted for just ten days, and even then on a 
very restricted basis.  At least we were able to put up the Christmas tree and lights, 
bringing some cheer.  Hopefully we might be able to open again late March, but of 
course, nothing is certain these days.  Many of the regular activities at the hall are 
being managed online by the event organisers, as listed at:  
https://greatkingshill.org/images/VILLAGEHALL/VillageHallActivitiesJan21.pdf  
 
Ironically there was no opportunity to promote the National Village Halls Week with 
events locally, only online.  This was organised by Action with Communities in Rural 
England (ACRE), usefully summarised on their news website: 
https://acre.org.uk/news/  



 
Meanwhile the management committee and trustees continue to ensure the 
buildings are properly insured and maintained, whilst reducing on-going costs to a 
minimum since we have no income.  We are fortunate to have received ‘forced 
business closure’ government grants through Buckinghamshire County Council.   
 
Following some retirements, this year sees a substantial change in the committee 
running the hall.  We are fortunate to have had several new volunteers: Debra Main, 
Alex and Sarajane Reynolds, Alec Douglas, Oliver Stevens and Fiona Taylor.  Oliver 
and Fiona are taking over the role of Bookings Secretary since Carol Sammut will 
shortly be leaving the area.  Huge thanks to Carol, who has done a brilliant job, often 
in very trying times – we wish her well. 
 
So, to quote Captain Tom, bless him, “Tomorrow will be a better day” – we will be 
here for you when the times comes again for meeting up. 
 
Peter Jackling 
Chairman, Great Kingshill Village Hall 
February 2021 

 

    
Oliver and Fiona, the new Village Hall Booking Team 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Crutchfield Family 
 

Some months ago, I happened to be in the graveyard at the Hughenden Church. I 
noticed that someone had placed a poppy on the grave of my uncle Jack who had 
died during the First World War. This intrigued me as I was not aware of any family 
members who would have done such a thing. I thought that I was one of the few 
relatives still alive and capable of visiting his grave. 
  
I contacted a friend of mine who I knew had an association with this Church. He 
informed me that the poppy was one of two that were regularly placed on some 
graves in the churchyard at the appropriate time of the year by members of the 
British Legion. He also said that the name was unusual, few could be found in the 
phone book and what did I know about them and John (Jack) Crutchfield in 
particular. 
 
Rubin Crutchfield, my great grandfather was born about 1830 and married 
Margaret Wells in the late 1850s. They lived in the Great Kingshill and Cryers Hill 
area. They had two sons. Eli was born in 1863 and another son, also called Rubin 
came along a year or so later. 
 
Both of these sons married in the 1890s and had many children between them. 
Rubin married Ruth Langton and had they five children and lived in New Road, 
Great Kingshill.   Rubin died quite young I believe but Aunt Ruth, as I knew her lived 
to a ripe old age.                    
Florence married a Welshman, Jim James and initially had a pub in London but 
eventually moved to Essex. She had two little boys who both died in infancy.                    
Kate married Billy Rackstraw and lived in the Terriers area. They had a daughter.                                                         
Billy Crutchfield also married and lived in Hatches Lane in Great Kingshill. He was a 
fast bowler and played cricket for the village. He had no children.                                                                                          
Charles (Waggle) remained a bachelor and lived in the village all his life.                                              
Arthur married his cousin Winnie and had three daughters and lived in Terriers.                               
Mary married Ken Burnham who unfortunately was killed in a car accident near 
Marlow. Ken played cricket for Great Kingshill too. They also lived in New Road 
initially and then moved to Bourne End. They had no children.                                                                                
Eli married Sarah Richards from Hartley Whitney. They had eight children and lived 
initially in one of the cottages on the left in Widmer End Lane at Cryers Hill but later 
moved to New road in Great Kingshill. I have photos of Eli in military uniform. I have 
yet to find out if he was a regular soldier, but I am aware that he was also a wood 
turner. Sarah died shortly after the start of the Second World War. 
Rose their eldest child married Bartrum Payne and lived in Terriers. They had no 
children. 
Isabella married Ernest Collins late in life and lived in Forest Gate till the war started 
and they then moved into Sarah’s house in New Road Great Kingshill. They also had 
no children. 
Irene married Bert Wilks and lived in Shepherds Bush. They had two children. 
Winifred (Winnie) married her cousin Arthur and lived in Terriers. They had three 
daughters. Joyce the eldest lived in Loudwater for many years then moved to 
Yorkshire. Phyllis now lives in Canada close to her children. Betty, the youngest now 
lives in Hazlemere and I think is the only named Crutchfield still alive. 



John (Jack) Volunteered for the army aged 17 in 1914 without revealing his real 
age. He joined the Kings Royal Rifle Corps but died of meningitis in a hospital in 
Kent. He is the Crutchfield buried in Hughenden Churchyard.  
Marjory married Gerald Free and lived at the shop opposite the Common in Great 
Kingshill. They had three sons who all played cricket for the village along with their 
father. 
Robert  married two or three times and had two daughters. For some time he was 
the landlord of the Globe pub in White Hart Street in High Wycombe. 
Edward (Rocky) married Ivy? They also had a daughter called Betty and a son 
Clive. Both have died in the last year or so. Rocky was a self employed upholsterer 
who did work for the railways repairing carriages down at Great Missenden station. 
 
Rubin and his brother Eli produced fourteen children between them but only one son 
Edward, had a son and he never married and had any children of his own. There 
were several daughters and only one of them did not marry and therefore is the only 
descendant bearing the Crutchfield name.   
 
Lance Free         December 2016   
 

 
Recycling 

 

Buckinghamshire Council would like to encourage all residents to take a look at ways 
in which you can safely recycle small electrical devices and batteries by going 
to: www.recycleforbuckinghamshire.co.uk/electricals 

While unwanted batteries and small electrical items can be recycled, it’s vital that 
they are not put into general waste or recycling bins as they can ignite and cause a 
fire. 

Across Buckinghamshire, batteries can be recycled at the kerbside if placed inside a 
standard carrier bag and then left on top of the resident’s recycling bin. These will 
then be collected by council crews on the day they normally empty the bin. Small 
electrical items (which can be broadly categorised by anything with a plug, battery or 
charger) should be taken to your local household recycling centre. These items 
include: 

• Hair dryers; 
• Straighteners; 
• Electric toothbrushes; 
• Games controllers; 
• Mobile phones and chargers; 
• Small electrical power tools. 

If the electrical item is larger than a shoe box (for example, microwave ovens and car 
batteries) it will need to be taken to a local Household Recycling Centre. 
Alternatively, residents can arrange for items to be collected, for a fee, using the 
council’s bulky waste collection services. 



Making YOUR Voice Heard 
 

Hughenden Street Association is a community-centric organisation. The pandemic 
has in many ways accelerated the close working between the Association and the 
various community groups that already existed or were created as a direct response 
to the new situation we all found ourselves in. These collaborations are to be 
celebrated particularly as they are being consolidated due, in part, to the continuing 
lockdown. This is encouraging for the future as we return to ‘normality’. 
 
The Association continues to forge new relationships on behalf of Hughenden 
residents. As the Unitary Council of Buckinghamshire begins to deliver on the 
promises of a more locally focused services Hughenden Street Association has been 
invited to play an active part in the consultations that need to take place to deliver on 
these promises. Buckinghamshire Council has set up a network of Community 
Boards across the county and Hughenden lies within the North West Chilterns board. 
Each board has a set of sub-groups and again the Association is represented on 
several of these sub-groups: young and elderly, crime and antisocial behaviour and 
traffic and road issues. All of these are highly relevant to our community and as other 
sub-groups evolve the Association will seek to be involved.  
 
Linking with YOU 
The Association currently has two main communication routes: our weekly 
newsletter and Facebook page. We appreciate that not everyone is on Facebook or 
uses other social media such as Twitter, WhatsApp, Instagram, and the many others 
that seem to suddenly appear on the horizon. However, the reach that our newsletter 
has – with no small thanks to the resident’s associations such as Great Kingshill who 
share it on their websites and residents who pass it on to neighbours and friends – is 
far greater than the almost 100 people on the distribution list. Feedback has been 
overwhelmingly positive and one of the reasons for this is the fact that it is an easy 
read and is topical. Whilst there are many serious issues to be covered there is also 
room for some light-heartedness.  
 
The Association has piloted some surveys and polls and will be increasingly using 
both in 2021 so that we get your views on a variety of topics. We will also continue to 
work with our community partners in each part of Hughenden. Together we have a 
much strong voice.  
 
How can YOU help? 
There are two simple things that would make a real difference: sign up for our 
newsletter and join our Facebook page.  
 
Hilda Stearn  
Communications Co-ordinator 
Hughenden Street Association 
E: hughendensa@gmail.com  

	
 
 
 
 



A Distant View 
 
Recently, I was given an extract from a book called Chiltern Country by H J 
Massingham, published in 1940. The book is a series of observations on local towns 
and villages, and has a section devoted to our local area. I feel that the author is not 
entirely enamoured with our village; this is what he writes: 
 
Great Kingshill on its enormous green looks utterly incapable of any surprise, even 
“only a little one.” Sterile uniformity, sentimental stylelessness wipe out its identity, 
and this nondescript character makes the labyrinth of inter-crossing roads through a 
country and a soil (clay with flints), dull at the best of times, a nightmare. 
 
Yet Great Kingshill springs a wonder ……..  In the very centre of the ugliest, most 
featureless part of the village is a cluster of ricks belonging to the farm of Mr. Lisley 
which exhibits some of the best workmanship in thatching that I have ever seen, not 
merely in the Chilterns, which have a poor tradition in thatch, but anywhere in 
England …. 
 
He goes on to explain the construction of each rick in detail, finishing his critique of 
our village with the following: 
 
In such circumstances, and in such a wilderness as Great Kingshill his tenacity in 
building, thatching and decorating ricks of such quality is nothing short of heroic. 
 
OK, so maybe our village isn’t the most picturesque in the land, but I do feel Mr. 
Massingham is being more than slightly harsh in his observations of Great Kingshill. 
He fails to note anything about the community spirit in the area and does not appear 
to have interviewed anyone other than Farmer Lisley. Earlier in the text, he 
pontificates on the “racial type” of local people and suggests that they are Neolithic in 
appearance, not least because they are accomplished craftsmen in flint and stone!  
 
However, we are not the only ones to be on the receiving end of his displeasure with 
the locality. The extract I have finishes with the following paragraph: 
 
I am going to say nothing about the course of the Wye with its string of paper mills 
south east from High Wycombe through Loudwater right down to Bourne End, 
because there is nothing to say. 
 
Massingham appears to have been a prolific writer on all things rural and he 
published more than 30 books. I do hope he found some villages that he did enjoy 
visiting, otherwise his long career as a writer would have been rather less than 
enjoyable! 

 
 

Rose Meech 
 
 
 
 

 



2021 Census - Have you got your census letter? 
 
All Households across Great Kingshill are being asked to take part in Census 2021. 
 
Census day is on March 21, but households will now be receiving letters with online 
codes explaining how they can complete their surveys. If you don’t get one in the 
next couple of weeks, please get in touch with the census contact centre. You can 
also request a paper questionnaire if you’d prefer to complete your census that way. 
 
Local census support centres will be open while the census is happening. Staff will 
offer help for people not confident online, who don’t have a computer, or need help 
completing on paper. Ross Tackley, Census Engagement Manager from the ONS, 
said: “This census will be the most progressive ever. As well as being a “digital-first” 
census, there will be 3 new questions. The first will ask people whether they have 
served in the Armed Forces, and, for those 16 and over, there will be voluntary 
questions on sexual orientation and gender identity.” 
 
The census is a once-in-a-decade survey that gives us the most accurate estimate of 
all the people and households in England and Wales. It has been carried out every 
decade since 1801, where the population of England and Wales was around 9 
million, by 1851 it had doubled to 18 million. 
 
Results will be available within 12 months, although personal records will be locked 
away for 100 years, kept safe for future generations. Data collected from the census 
is used by the local government to plan future services such as health care, 
transport, and education.  

Remember to complete your census on or by March 21. For more information, and to 
find out how to get help, visit census.gov.uk, or call
the contact centre on 0800 141 2021. 
 
	
	
	

GREAT KINGSHILL CRICKET CLUB 
 
JUNIOR SECTION 
 
With the recent government announcement that formal organised outdoor sports can 
recommence on 29th March, Great Kingshill Cricket Club are delighted to say that 
they are already planning for a full summer of cricket on the Common. 
For our junior players, cricket will start on Sunday 18th April with coaching from all 
ages from 6 to 17 and competitive cricket from U9(year 4) upwards.  
We will again be offering our highly popular “All Stars” program on Sunday mornings 
for school years 1 to 3. This provides a fun introduction to cricket for boys and girls of 
all abilities and has been hugely successful over the last few years. Early booking is 
highly recommended for this much enjoyed course. 
Additionally, we will also be offering a new “Dynamos” program for school years 4 to 
6. This is designed as the follow-on to “All Stars” and we are sure that it will be 
equally popular and successful. 



To book onto either of these courses, please go to www.ecb.co.uk/play/all-
stars or www.ecb.co.uk/play/dynamos 
Alternatively, to find out more, please visit www.gkcc.org or 
email chris.cricket@live.co.uk 
 
Great Kingshill is a fabulous, fun club for cricket- please come and join us. New 
starters and experienced cricketers always welcome! 
 
Starting dates are as follows: 
U5-13 Sunday 18th April  
U5 -U8(All Stars) 10:00hrs - 11:15hrs 
U9 -U11(Dynamos) 10:00hrs - 11:15hrs 
U12 & U13 11:30hrs - 12:45hrs 
U14-17 Monday 19th April 18:30hrs - 20:00hrs 
 
SENIOR TEAMS 
 
The 1st XI will be playing in the Berkshire/Chiltern/Mid Bucks Championship starting 
on Saturday 1st May with an away fixture against West Reading CC. The 2nd XI also 
start their league season on the same day with a home fixture against Ivinghoe & 
Pitstone CC playing in the second division of the Mid Bucks Cricket League. Both 
teams were promoted from their respective divisions when we played the last full 
season in 2019. 
In preparation for the league matches two pre-season friendly fixtures have been 
arranged against Holmer Green CC and Widmer End St Margaret’s CC on April 
24th. Following the success of the Sunday XI over the last two seasons we have a 
full fixture list starting on April 25th with a home game against Little Missenden 
Misfits XI. 
The fixtures are listed both on our main website www.gkcc.org and the ECB 
administered website www.greatkingshill.play-cricket. 
 
Unfortunately, COVID protocols have scuppered any thoughts of indoor training but 
our outdoor sessions are planned to start for our U19 and senior players on 
Thursday 15th April from 18:30hrs - 20:00hrs. 
 
As stated previously new members are always welcome, feel free to just turn up at a 
session or contact the club through our website www.gkcc.org 
 
 
Richard Bruton



 


