
	
	

	

	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



Welcome to the June online edition of the GKRA Newsletter 
	

	
Hopefully this Newsletter will again find all villagers and their families 
safe and well. We have now been in lockdown for around two months 
and our village seems to be coping well with this new lifestyle. We now 
have help groups based in both Kingshill and Cryers Hill. If anyone 
would like more information about these groups, please let us know. 
 
You may notice that we have repeated some information from last month 
– this is because we feel it is relevant to the current situation and could 
be useful for residents. 
 
If you have anything you would like included in the Newsletter, please 
get in touch by email to the following address: 

gkra.newsletter@gmail.com 
 
Looking forward to hearing from you; copy for the next edition is required 
by the last week of June, assuming we are still on lockdown. We hope to 
be up and running with the usual paper copies of the Newsletter in 
September. 
 
There is a list of all our usual advertisers, with contact details, at the end 
of the newsletter. We have also included the list of Village Hall contacts. 
If you would like to join any of the online fitness groups, please contact 
the teacher direct. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read this and hopefully we will have 
your normal Newsletter up and running before too long. 
 
Stay safe and well, 
 
Rose     712207  Myriam  711314 
 
 

RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION OFFICERS 
 
CHAIRMAN   John Golledge 
 chairman@greatkingshill.org 
SECRETARY Jackie Goodfellow  jag200509@gmail.com 
TREASURER Shirley Challis      07771 567921  
 

 



 
Great Kingshill Residents' Association 

Diary of Events 
Date Event 
July (date to be confirmed) Village clean up 

We are still hoping that this will go 
ahead sometime in July. Date to be 
confirmed nearer the time. Please 
meet at the car park opposite the 
common for the annual litter pick. 

Sunday 27th September 
7.30 

GKRA AGM in the village hall (or 
alternatively as an online meeting) 

Friday November 6th Fireworks and Bonfire 
 

 
Please look out for posters around the village and on the notice board by 
the pedestrian crossing for more details and confirmed dates and times 

of events. 
 
One Can Food Bank Trust 
	
 
3 Great Kingshill residents are offering their services to the food bank as 
One Can Trust Heroes. Collection points are available each day with 
containers being left by the heroes, so you can leave contributions when 
you go out walking, running or cycling at any time of day or night! 

• Helen Hinde - at the top of Country Lane off Spurlands End Road) 
• Wendy Sadler – at end of footpath from A4128 main road to Oak 

View (if you’re driving Oak View is off Cockpit Road)  
• Kate Wheeler - at the corner of Limmers Mead and Pipers Lane  

Our One Can Trust heroes will collect the donations each day and drive 
them regularly to the local depot. 

Please can you help the One Can Trust if you can, by adding a couple of 
extra items to your grocery order each week and donating? But please 
note we cannot accept donations of fresh food. Many thanks! 

And if you would like to add a drop off point on your road then please 
contact one of us by leaving your contact details in one of our boxes. 

Helen, Wendy and Kate 



 
 
Take-aways and Deliveries available to GK residents during the 
lockdown. If you know of any others, please let us know so we can 
include them in the next edition. 
 
Cakes, Bakes and More 

Peterley Farm 

Farm Shop (eg. Cook range) and Café are both 
available Click and Collect and Delivery via Kingshill 
Cars 
https://peterley-manor-farm.myshopify.com/ 
 

Pantry 51 
Prestwood 

Café delivering bakery, also delivering flour, pasta and 
other goods. Email for prices and order form 
hello@thepantryat51.co.uk 

Pantry 
Hazlemere 

Open for deliveries 8am-3pm for coffee and cake 
menu, food menu is going to be added very soon 
https://www.quarantinecoffee.co.uk/ 

Hughenden 
Village Store 

Home made ready meals and other fresh goods. 
To place an order call 568653 between 11am and 
3pm, Email shop@valleyshop.org or go to the shop 
and order through the window. Delivery or collection. 

 
 
 
 
 
Oriental and Asian 
 

The Stamp 

Sri Lankan Take Away in Great Missenden offering 
Vegan, Chicken and Pork set menus. 
 Open from 6-8 pm. Wednesday- Saturday. Orders can 
be placed by texting 07599125232 anytime during the day 

Jai Ho 
Hazlemere 

https://www.jai-ho.co.uk/newsite/ 
 

Soya 
Hazlemere 

https://soya-oriental.co.uk/Menu?dl=0 
 

Taste of India 
HP13 

Indian Takeaway for collection and deliveries 
https://tasteofindiahp13.co.uk/ 
 

New Akash 
Gt 
Missenden 

Indian takeaway https://newakash.com 
01494 865116 
 



 
 
Pizza and Fish and Chips 
 

Firecraft 
Roaming 
Pizza  

Pop up Pizza van delivering to Great Kingshill and 
Prestwood on Fridays from 4pm-9ish. Pre-order advised 
https://www.facebook.com/theroamingpizzacompany/ 
 

Dominos 
Hazlemere 

Pre-order pizzas for delivery (simplified menu) 
https://www.dominos.co.uk 
 

Papa 
Johns High 
Wycombe 

Pre-order pizzas for delivery (simplified menu) 
https://www.papajohns.co.uk/stores/high-
wycombe/pizzas.aspx 
 

Churchills 
Hazlemere 

Fish and Chips available to Click and Collect or delivery via 
Just Eat 
https://candc.churchillsfishandchips.co.uk/#/main/venue/m
enu 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meals and Drinks 
 

Gourmet Food 
Direct 

Pre-order quality seasonal meals prepared by 
passionate & creative chefs 
http://www.gourmetfooddirect.co.uk/ 
 

Matildas Bistro 
Café 
(Prestwood) 

Temporary menu covering burgers, wraps, kebabs  
01494 890411 

Lloyds Wines 
in Hughenden  

are also delivering. I believe you can visit, call or 
email 
https://www.lloydswines.com/pages/contact-us 
 

Malt Brewery  

Delivery of beers, wines and snacks 
www.maltthebrewery.co.uk 
 



Rebellion 
Brewery, 
Marlow 

Delivery of draught and bottled beers 
https://www.rebellionbeer.co.uk/latest-news/latest-
newsblogs/2020/march/free-home-delivery-now-
live.aspx 
 

 
 
Other 
 
Davies Brothers 
Nursery, 
Burnham 

Click and collect bedding plants, hanging baskets etc. 
from a family-run nursery (not a garden centre)  
www.daviesbrothers.co.uk 
  

 
 
	

 
News from Buckinghamshire Council 
	
All local household recycling centres are now open seven days a week from 9am to 
6pm.  NB Aylesbury, Burnham and Chesham are closed on Wednesdays and 
Thursdays 
The sites are only open for residents of Buckinghamshire and visitors will be 
asked for identification to prove their address. 

• Make only essential trips to waste sites for the time being. 
• Check the council website in advance. 
• Use the garden and bulky waste collections where possible as they restarted 

on 11th May. 
• All residents visiting the site will need to observe the social distancing 

measures now in place. This also means no assistance for unloading can 
be provided. 

• We will continue to charge for non-household waste brought to sites. 

 

I think it is fair to say that the pandemic and lockdown has had an effect on 
everyone’s mental health in some way or other. Bucks has two helplines - Adults 
01865 904997 and Children / Young People 01865 904998. Also, volunteers are 
happy to 'chat' rather than do shopping jobs etc. 

 

 

From May 13th Buckinghamshire Council has reopened its four country parks in 
response to the latest Government coronavirus advice which now allows people 



to make more of the outdoors. 

Langley Park, Black Park, Denham Country Park and Thorney Park in the south 
of the county are all back open for business allowing visitors to exercise more, 
take a walk, or simply enjoy a picnic in some of the most beautiful surroundings in 
Buckinghamshire. 

However, all toilets, cafes, playgrounds and play areas in the parks have to 
remain closed along with the Go Ape facility at Black Park. Some other areas will 
also remain closed until new arrangements have been made to enable social 
distancing, including the Temple Gardens in Langley Park, the visitor centres and 
main office. 

In addition, the charges to use the dedicated car parks remain in force, meaning 
that a ticket needs to be purchased from one of the machines or making 
sure existing parking season tickets are clearly displayed. 

 

 
Kingshill Helps 

 
Plant Sale on Spurlands End Road 
Angela wrote on the Facebook page...because of the lockdown, I had to postpone 
my charity walk for Alzheimer’s society. I have been walking around the village to 
keep in practice. We grew our own plants for our garden as garden centres have 
been closed until recently. I didn’t want to waste my surplus plants, so put them 
outside my house for sale. It has been a great success. I have been offered all sorts 
of plants from public. So will continue to sell until I run out. I am keen to complete my 
challenge. Until I can get the green light, I will continue to raise funds for this worthy 
cause. I am selling on Spurlands End Road.   
 
Personal update  
My furlough is coming to an end and I am starting a full-time job in a new company 
on 1st June. I am happy continuing my role as coordinator for greatkingshillhelps. It 
has a been fulfilling and rewarding experience for me within the lockdown context 
and I have enjoyed meeting (albeit remotely) other villagers. Having said that, it 
occurred to me that there may be some people who are feeling the need for some 
variety into their day, so if anyone wants to take over some or part of the role, then 
please just let me know? At the moment everything I do as coordinator can be done 
from home, and there are 2 things: 
1 - monitor this email box twice a day and share any requests to the local street 
groups / village group 
2 - read the updates from NAG, Street Association, Bucks Council, GKRA, other 
coordinators and share anything in a weekly update if I think it is useful. Attend 1-
hour Bucks / Parish coordinator meetings by zoom video conference (was fortnightly, 
moving to monthly now)    
 
Lucy Partington 
 



CHAMELEON SINGLES GROUP 
 
We started the year with some good events getting off to a healthy start with a walk 
from West Wycombe at the start of January. Our Lunch Club and Coffee Morning 
followed offering members a good chance to meet up and enjoy some time together. 
Into February we had our now annual Pancake Evening which is always a popular at 
home event along with our take-away evenings that we run several times a year. 
 
Having made some good plans at our AGM and the Pub Night in February little did 
we know how things were going to change come March and how quickly they did. 
Our Fish and Chip Supper was the first event to be cancelled on 20th March due to 
COVID-19. Since then we have held our events virtually using the internet platform 
“Zoom” and conference calls. The latter being so we could include everyone even 
without the internet. Several of us joined in a virtual supper from home, Pub Night, 
Coffee Morning and even a night at the Rebellion Brewery! 
 
Unfortunately, through the wonders of the internet it has not been possible to 
replicate events such as going to the theatre, comedy evenings or any live functions. 
However, using Zoom and conference calling, which has been new to most 
members, we are still keeping in touch. Hopefully it will not be too long in the future 
when we can safely meet up for events again but in the meantime keeping our 
members safe and in touch is our priority. When we are able to return to the “new 
normal” it is hoped most of our regular events can resume. These include Lunch 
Club, Pub Night and Coffee Mornings. We will of course innovate these in order to 
stay within the guidelines issued by the government.  
   
If you are single, 40-60’s, looking for a great social life and new friends then why not 
give us a try? There are no strangers at Chameleon, just new friends to be made. 
We have several local people from Great Kingshill, Widmer End, Prestwood, 
Hazlemere and surrounding areas and you would be very welcome too. To find out 
more call our membership secretaries Terrie on 01494 445816, Trevor on 01494 
529067 or e-mail: info@chameleonsingles.org.uk. Visit us on-line at 
www.chameleonsingles.org.uk for more information and our current programme or 
connect with us through Facebook. 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
 

ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR 
 
I was disappointed to read in Chairman’s report in the Spring GKRA Newsletter of 
the anti-social problems being experienced in the village car park. 
Drug dealers and police patrols runs completely counter to my memories of Great 
Kingshill. Of course, we must all respect “progress”, but drugs and Kingshill Village 
do not run in tandem in my mind or imagination. 



There is no doubt that absence of a police presence encourages wrongdoing and (I 
believe) that the media, particularly television, encourages youngsters to think that 
wrongdoing is normal.  
Why, when eighty years ago one policeman on a bicycle could ensure law and order 
was maintained in the local villages, cannot the Police ensure law & order is 
maintained today? Your Chairman is doing his very best but cutting a foot or 
eighteen inches off the Missenden Road hedge is not going to solve the problems 
you are experiencing. 
Of course, I am only an “Old Fogey” looking at the village through rose-tinted 
spectacles and memories of bucolic harmony. 
 Reg Free 
Cheltenham 2020-03-10     
 
  
 
 
 
 
During the Covid-19 lockdown we have all noticed fewer cars and less noise in the 
village. Most of the time this has been a positive change; residents are able to walk 
in the road to maintain social distancing while out taking exercise, we can now really 
hear the dawn chorus in all its glory, and many more species of wildlife can be 
observed in the fields and woodlands. 
However, for some people the lack of traffic has been interpreted as a licence to act 
in a very unsociable manner on the roads. Several drivers have been seen driving at 
high speeds and in an aggressive manner. If you are concerned about this and have 
seen evidence, please try and note down the registration number, make and model 
of the vehicle and pass it on to Stan Jones of the Hughenden Street Association and 
Neighbourhoodd Watch.  Stan can be contacted on 
stan.jonestheelectric@btinternet.com  
 
Another concern is cyclists and joggers approaching walkers suddenly from behind. 
If you are cycling or jogging through the village please try to alert any walkers of your 
approach to avoid anyone being startled, especially if there are young children who 
may walk into the road without looking behind them. 
 
Finally, there seems to have been an increase in dog poo bags being hung on the 
hedgerows along footpaths. I counted five in a very short section of footpath last 
week. Please take your dog poo bags home or put them in a bin. Finding these 
little parcels hung on the hedgerows does not enhance a walk in the countryside 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Keep moving during lockdown 
 

In addition to the Great Kingshill Village Hall classes which have gone on-line here is 
a selection of freely available exercise videos 
 
NHS website exercises     
A huge range of FREE exercise videos from the NHS covering Aerobics, to Abs 
workouts, Pilates (including for people with arthritis or osteoporosis), Yoga, Couch to 
5K running plan, etc. 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/nhs-fitness-studio/ 
 
PE with Joe Wicks, the Body Coach - 9am every morning (45 minutes), or watch 
when you want, YouTube.  Supposed to be for kids, but adults love it too. 
https://www.youtube.com/user/thebodycoach1/videos 
 
FREE video classes to target specific body areas, from beautiful arms, Abs, to waist 
whittlers 
https://www.blogilates.com/workout/ 
 
Free on-line classes 
https://www.orangetheory.com/en-us/athome/all-otathome-videos/ 
 
Denise Austin classes  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-DIS9Yf2M8kbaHjLbvoF_w 
 
Body Project – FREE low to high impact cardio, HIIT, fat burning workouts from 
British instructors 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFjc9H89-RpWuIStDqhO7AQ 
 
Walk at Home on YouTube, 10-30-minute walking classes from Leslie Sansome, 
USA - slow to energetic (click SKIP TRIAL to get it for FREE) 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVl6ZdslZz2Zj-34bMJFPbg 
 
Steps 
Count your steps and see how far you 'climb' up these famous landmarks.   
Tip: if you're struggling to keep track of the total number of individual steps you've 
climbed, record the number of flights instead. There are 15 steps in an average flight 
of stairs. 
  
296 steps (20 flights) Leaning Tower of Pisa 
490 steps (33 flights) Clifton Suspension bridge     
632 steps (42 flights) Big Ben 
1036 steps (69 flights) Blackpool tower  
 
 
 
 
 
Compiled by Jill Jackling 



HUGHENDEN STREET ASSOCIATION 

Since its creation, Hughenden Street Association has sought to work with the many 
community groups within the parish. Late last year with the support of 
Buckinghamshire Council conversations across Great Kingshill (including a short 
survey) took place seeking to get more people involved in the village hall and 
residents association.   Fast forward to earlier this year and the Association’s 
members have again been part of the ‘community of volunteers’ seeking to support 
residents shielding or self-isolating.  
Originally established to reduce isolation and raise awareness of doorstep, 
telephone and online scams, particularly among elderly residents, Hughenden Street 
Association sought to encourage ‘active neighbourliness’ at a time when everyone is 
so busy with their own lives.  The reality for many older residents (25% of 
Hughenden residents are aged 65+) varies: some live alone with strong local family 
links and or good neighbours who look out for them; others sadly do not. Feeling 
alone also applies to younger residents and it is important we do not lose sight of 
this.  The Covid19 pandemic has shone a real spotlight on the health of our 
communities and the results are little short of stunning! In Great Kingshill a co-
ordinated response ensured that anyone shielding or self-isolating had support to 
keep them safe be that a regular phone call or offer to get some shopping.  Lucy 
Partington and her team of Great Kingshill Helps have been amazing and the Bear 
Hunt was a real boost for everyone! It extended further when the Association 
highlighted the dire situation for many people reliant on food parcels from the One 
Can Trust, a High Wycombe-based charity. Collection points were quickly set up 
across the parish. What a fantastic response!  
What lies ahead for Hughenden Street Association?  
Helping to maintain and enhance the strong network of community support going 
forward is a priority. In its weekly Guidance Note the Association covered a range of 
topics including mental health across all age groups. Whatever the new ‘normal’ will 
look like it is certain that some residents, having self-isolated for so long, will struggle 
to return to shopping and social-interaction. Others may find the sense of purpose 
created by their volunteering comes to an end as demand ceases.  The Association 
is keen to explore with other community groups how we can support and encourage 
people to find their new normal. At the same time we are keen to encourage 
continuing volunteering perhaps in other ways such as joining the Association.  
If you or your organisation would like to continue this conversation, do get in touch.  
Hilda Stearn, Communications Coordinator Hughenden Street Association 
Follow us on Twitter: @HughendenStreet  
E: hildas@btinternet.com 
M: 07808 229476  
     
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Covid Nature 
 
While we suffer from the necessary restrictions on access to the countryside at the 
moment, as Virginia Deradour of Wren Davis Ltd said to me the other day "the 
animals don't know any difference".  We are lucky in our area to have so much 
nature on our doorstep. 
 
 On the morning of May Day, 1st of May, I looked out my window and saw the 
hawthorn hedge at the bottom of my garden covered with "snow".  It was of course 
the flowers having just opened, so thickly covering the boughs that the hedge was 
turned completely white.  Hawthorn is traditionally called "may" because of when it 
generally blossoms, and it was right on schedule this year.   Look closely and you 
see that, although the petals are a pure white, a multitude of stamens stand far 
above the centre of the flower, each one waving at its tip a delicate pink anther, 
bearing pollen.  The pollen will blow in the wind or be brushed off by one of the many 
early flying insects that enjoy the nectar deliberately provided by the flowers to 
attract them, ultimately, for a very few, to land on the single style in the centre of 
another flower.  Only one has to reach a style to fertilise it, so that it will ultimately 
grow the bright red berry called a "haw", each haw containing a single stone that is 
the seed.  ("Haw", by the way, is from the Anglo-Saxon for "hedge" - the hawthorn is 
therefore the "hedge-thorn", the standard basis for centuries for separating off fields 
with barriers impenetrable to cows, sheep and humans alike.)  In the autumn I shall 
be able to look forward to the hedge again turning colour, this time to scarlet as it 
becomes covered with hips, which when ripe are welcomed by blackbirds and other 
thrushes, like the winter visiting redwings and fieldfares.  So, a whole year turns, as it 
always has done, while we, for the moment, can but mark time and watch it unfold 
without us. 
 

 
  
If you have a nearby hawthorn hedge take a second look at the flowers - they may 
have two styles, which will produce a two-stoned haw.  These could be the 
uncommon Midland hawthorn, which also has leaves that are less deeply lobed, 
although it will more likely be one of the hybrids between the two that are frequently 
sold as hawthorn, especially if it is one of the cultivars with pink petals.  The hybrids 
usually have a mixture of one and two styles per flower and their leaves are 
intermediate between the two parents.  These are common in garden hedges and 



those planted in public places.  The form "Paul's Scarlet" is particularly popular, 
sometimes with two sets of petals - flore pleno. 
 
 The coming of May is celebrated, too, in the flowering at the same time of the 
Mayflower, otherwise known as the Cuckooflower or Lady's-smock.  The second 
name reminds that we should now listen out for the cuckoo returning from Africa, 
which it used to do quite regularly about the end of April, although for the last couple 
of years we have not heard one in our local woods - which is probably the result of 
changing conditions in its winter home rather than here.  The Mayflower is common 
in quite ordinary grassy places around here, especially road verges and unmown 
grassland, especially where it is rather damp in spring.  It’s very pale pink, almost 
white, flowers are another welcome sign of spring, although not so gaudy as the 
cowslips and bluebells that are now in full flower. 
 

                  
 
 Another sign of the times is the St George's Mushroom, unusual among 
toadstools for being a spring species, so-called because it was regularly seen 
around St George's Day, 24 April.  Our local records show that this date is still a 
reliable predictor, the mushrooms emerging around about that date and for a week 
or so after.  They look from above like mushrooms, but underneath the cap they 
have white gills, and they are not proper mushrooms at all.  Even so they are very 
good to eat (the rather unpleasant smell goes away completely with cooking) and 
were regularly harvested in the past.  They again appear in quite ordinary grassland, 
including roadsides.  This spring I only found a few, and this may be a sign of climate 
change and the unusual weather patterns we are now getting, upsetting its natural 
"clock".   This is reinforced by the fact that I found some of these mushrooms in 
autumn last year, which I had never encountered before. 
 
 This thought makes it even more reassuring to look out the window on 
Hawthorn and Cuckooflowers and see them there in May, just like they ought to be. 

 
 

Tony Marshall 
 

 

 

 
 

 



VE Day  
 
The ball came out of the scrum and was in my hands within seconds. As 
I raced for the line there was an almighty crack and I fell. Ted 
Woodward, my friend and opponent that day, had fractured my left leg. 
He would go on to play for England, I would end up in Amersham 
Hospital! 
 
I remember waking up in this vast empty room with so many empty beds 
and two nurses in rather smart unfamiliar uniforms ready to perform 
what-ever rites were required! Why was I the only patient in this vast 
empty “Nightingale Hospice”? 
 
I was awoken later that evening by some loud shouting and with 
language that no self-respecting schoolboy should have heard. My new 
compatriots were survivors from exercise “Market garden” the 
unsuccessful attempt to secure a bridge across the river Rhine at 
Arnhem. 
 
That night I realised what sacrifice really meant and as I listened to the 
stories of these intrepid survivors, I “Grew up” in ways no fourteen-year-
old should be subjected to. I heard language that had never been taught 
at the Grammar school, not even behind the sheds off the playing field 
and learned of experiences that I certainly did not want to learn about, 
but these soldiers could still manage a smile! 
 
I had heard there was something planned for the village celebrations on 
VE Day, but I was at boarding at school and still on crutches with plaster 
up to my thigh. There was little I could do about it but my housemaster 
“Hosh” Johnson who had a club foot and ran a little MG car on his 
disability allowance of petrol and offered to run me the five miles to 
Great Kingshill. The cherry blossom must have been particularly good 
that year since it was the first noticeable thing as we approached the 
Royal Oak. Blossom was drifting over the road from the orchards on 
either side of the main road.  
 
Mr Johnson stopped the little car under the crab apple tree right outside 
the shop. There was a crowd of villagers and the main Missenden road 
was pretty well blocked. Somebody let off a firework under the MG and 
Hosh felt it would be prudent to move the vehicle down Hatches Lane. It 
transpired that my brother Garth had “unearthed” a large box of 
fireworks which had been secreted away in the warehouse loft for the 
duration of the war. There was soon a real air of celebration when the 



rest of the fireworks were let off amid much shouting and squealing 
amongst the girls. 
 
A breeze was blowing the blossom as we returned to the car. I realised 
how lucky we were in Kingshill to have such an excess of cherry trees. 
How different things appeared now the war was over, how tranquil, with 
no need to look over the Common to see whether the red light in the sky 
indicated that London was still burning but was only the residue of a 
firework. 
Reg Free 
 
 
 
Below are some photos taken in the village on 8th May 2020, the 75th 
anniversary of VE Day. 
 
 

 
 

        
 
 



           
 
 

 
 

                
 
   

 Luckily, the weather was kind to us, and we were able to have street 
parties around the village with everyone enjoying the sunshine while 
socially distancing.  

Many thanks to  
Andrea Taylor, Jackie Goodfellow and Melanie McNully for the photo 



Teddy’s Tales in Lockdown 

 
Something very strange has been going on recently and as far as I can 
tell it all started with talk about the shortage of toilet rolls and images of 
empty shelves in supermarkets on the tv. 
Mummy and daddy have been at home ALL OF THE TIME and no-one 

has visited us either. The only people who ring 
our bell at the moment are delivery men!  I have 
seen very little activity going on outside as I 
gaze out the window, it is a mystery to me what 
is happening.   However, I have really loved 
being a pampered pooch; lots of time spent in 
the garden having cuddles and playing games. 
My daily walks with my doggy friends have 
completely stopped and I have been limited to 
walking only in Great Kingshill and trips in the 
car have stopped to my favourite haunts. When 
we have stopped to chat to people they are 

miles away – very odd.  New things have started to appear over the past 
10 weeks – rainbows in windows, chalk drawings on the pavement, 
painted pebbles and my favourite – cuddly teddy bears at the windows 
J 
I am learning lots of new words and sayings – lockdown, COVID-19, 
social distancing, furlough, shielding and Stay Home, Protect the NHS, 
Save Lives.  I am not totally sure what they mean, but I do understand 
they are very important. 
So many new sounds too – on a Thursday at 8.00 pm there is clapping, 
car horns honking, pans banging plus whistling and cheering.  I now 
know this is to show appreciation for the NHS and key workers, so I sit 
on the window ledge and bark along enthusiastically to also say thank 
you for keeping my family safe.  Mummy has said that the postman is a 
key worker and so I have made sure that I let him know he is 
appreciated by barking loudly as he delivers our post – I am not sure he 
understands my message! 
Trying to shop for food seems to be mummy’s new hobby, she has spent 
hours trying to secure something called a ‘delivery slot’.  She doesn’t 
seem to be very successful at this, so I think she needs to try harder and 
I really don’t think the swearing is going to help!  I don’t know what all 
the fuss is about, I seem to have experienced no issue with my doggy 
food being delivered, business as usual as far as I can make out. 
A few unusual but happy events have happened down our road 
including VE Day celebrations, a birthday treasure hunt for a child’s 



birthday plus a birthday procession for another.   Mummy says people 
are being very kind to each other and community spirit is alive and 
kicking in Great Kingshill. I am not really sure what has happened over 
the last few months, but I hope it is the beginning of something special. 
 
 

 
 

GREAT KINGSHILL QUIZ 
 

Below are ten questions about Great Kingshill. How many do 
you know?  
Answers will be in the next edition. 
 
1. Which main road runs through Great Kingshill? 

2. In what year was the original village hall built? 

3. How many metres above sea level is Great Kingshill? 

4. There used to be many orchards in Great Kingshill and the 

surrounding villages; what fruit was mostly grown? 

5. In which year did mains electricity come to Great Kingshill? 

6. A pub in Stag Lane ceased trading in 1910. What was its 

name? 

7. In which year was the cricket pavilion on Great Kingshill 

common built? 

8. Great Kingshill is a part of which parliamentary constituency? 

9. In which year was Great Kingshill school opened? 

10. Great Kingshill Residents’ Association was formed in which 

year? 

 

Hint: the GKRA website may be helpful for several of the 

answers 



 

 
 

Thank you for taking the time to read this Newsletter. Please don’t forget 
to send in your stories and pictures of Great Kingshill in lockdown for the 
next edition. 
Copy is required by the last week in June. 

gkra.newsletter@gmail.com 



 


