
	
	
	

	

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



Welcome to our first exclusively online edition of the GKRA 
Newsletter 

	
	
Hopefully this Newsletter will find all villagers and their families safe and 
well. This is the first time we have published the Newsletter online 
instead of delivering a paper copy to all the residents of Great Kingshill; 
we hope to continue this each month throughout the lockdown period. 
This potentially allows us to reach many more people than usual; if you 
have friends or family outside the village please send them the link so 
that they can also read about how we are coping in Great Kingshill. 
 
We would also very much like to hear from you. How have you been 
coping with the lockdown? Do you have children you are home-
schooling? Are you still going to work, or working from home? Have you 
discovered new places to walk in the area while out for your daily 
exercise? 
Please let us know what the lockdown means for you and your family; 
we welcome articles and pictures – you don’t have to write much, and 
we can withhold your name if you prefer. 
 
So, if you have anything you would like included in the Newsletter please 
get in touch by email to the following address: 

gkra.newsletter@gmail.com 
 
Looking forward to hearing from you; copy for the next edition is required 
by the last week of May. 
While we are publishing online, we have decided to omit all the 
advertising as many of our advertisers will not be trading as normal. 
However, we will include a list of all our usual advertisers, with contact 
details, at the end of the newsletter. All our advertisers have already 
been informed of this. 
 
Many of the groups and classes in the Village Hall have also ceased 
during lockdown. We have more information on the Hall later in the 
Newsletter. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read this and hopefully we will have 
your normal Newsletter up and running before too long. 
 
Stay safe and well, 
Rose     712207  Myriam  711314 



RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION OFFICERS 
 
CHAIRMAN   John Golledge 
 chairman@greatkingshill.org 
SECRETARY Jackie Goodfellow  jag200509@gmail.com 
TREASURER Shirley Challis      07771 567921  

 
 
 

 
 

Great Kingshill Residents' Association 
Diary of Events 

Date Event 
2020  
Friday 8th May (Bank 
Holiday) 

Country Walk 
Cancelled 
Village VE Day celebrations - see 
details later in this Newsletter 

Sunday 14th June at 
2.00pm 

Village clean up 
We are still hoping that this will go 
ahead but is obviously subject to 
any restrictions that might still be in 
place then. 
Please meet at the car park 
opposite the common for the annual 
litter pick. 

August 31st (Bank Holiday 
Monday) 

Village Event on the Common 
Cancelled - but we hope that this 
will take place in 2021 instead. 

Sunday 27th September 
7.30 

GKRA AGM in the village hall (or 
alternatively as an online meeting) 

Friday November 6th Fireworks and Bonfire 
 

 
Please look out for posters around the village and on the notice board by 
the pedestrian crossing for more details and confirmed dates and times 

of events. 
 

 
 



GK HELPS 
 

In early March my husband was flying back from a business trip but the 
plane was held up at Heathrow as a passenger was feeling ill. The 
vague media stories about Covid-19 suddenly felt very real, and one 
week later it was clear that my friends in the NHS were especially 
worried.  
 
That weekend, I contacted the Residents Association, leafleted my area 
of the street offering help, received more offers of help from other people 
in the village. As a result, GreatKingshillHelps was formed.  This is the 
summary of our approach.  
 

	
	
	
 
Being part of this group has been a silver lining for me during Covid-19. 
While I have been furloughed from work and life feels a bit scary and 
strange, this group has provided really positive experiences.   
 
I have met many more people in the village from a wider age range, both 
young and old. They have all, without exception, been really interesting 



and helpful – from the A level student who looked after the emails for a 
day while I was wrapping up work, to the author of a history of Ceramics 
book (https://www.ceramicsartorscience.co.uk/), to charming neighbours 
that I look forward to having some ‘proper’ chats with, rather than 
socially distanced doorstep drops.  
 
I hear stories of other people making similar connections within their 
street or local area. It all leads me to think that everyone is helping 
someone in some form, including the recipients of grocery deliveries - 
they make the lockdown week just a bit more interesting and help 
everyone feel that little bit more connected.  
 
We have started engaging in some extra village-orientated activities in 
the hope that they brighten up the lockdown experience for us all: 
 

- We had a weekend teddy bear hunt, where villagers put teddy 
bears in visible places for local children (and many adults!) to spot 
on their walks.  

- We have a village swap scheme for jigsaws and books. We post 
what is available on the facebook page or by email, and then 
deliver them to anyones doorstep. However, we suggest you leave 
them bagged for 3 days before using. 

- We send a weekly update email which provides information about 
shopping services (we are linked to Co-op Hazlemere and Co-op 
Prestwood, and we know the Spar and Post Office are also 
delivering), take-away services, village activities or local Bucks 
updates.   

- Sharing initiatives such as people painting stones for the NHS to 
tell them that they ‘rock’ and leaving them on the corner of Pipers 
and Missenden Road. 

So please don’t hesitate to get in touch greatkingshillhelps@gmail.com 
for help, volunteering or just up to date information. It will be a pleasure 
to hear from you. 
 
Lucy Partington 

 



 
Dear Residents, 
I am writing this article for the Great Kingshill Residents Magazine in 
what are truly unprecedented times as we are living with our lives 
governed by the lock down regulations coupled with a high level of 
uncertainty as to what will be happening in the future. Firstly, our 
thoughts and sympathy must go out to those residents who have lost 
friends and relatives to the COVID -19 virus.  
 
I would like to express the thanks of Hughenden Parish Council to all 
residents who are essential workers, be they in hospitals, carers looking 
after residents in nursing homes or in the community, and of course all 
those who continue to keep those services going that we especially rely 
on. 
 
It is heartwarming to see that, despite this truly unfortunate situation, it 
has brought out the most positive side of so many people. I am amazed 
and overwhelmingly pleased to see how many in our community have 
volunteered to help as part of the volunteer groups in Great Kingshill and 
Cryers Hill, as well as those individuals who are giving their time so 
freely. 
 
There is also a big thank you to everyone who is not part of a volunteer 
group but are simply helping out neighbours and their loved ones.  The 
way that shops have been able to quickly adapt to help residents is most 
gratifying.  
 
As a Parish Council we are looking to keep it as near as possible to 
business as usual while still obeying social distancing etc. Full Council 
meetings will be conducted remotely moving forward with the first 
remote meeting taking place at the end of April.  The Council is 
supporting the various new and existing local voluntary organisations 
together in a virtual forum where concerns and best practices can be 
shared 

It is impressive to note that within the first few weeks of the lockdown, 
almost every household in the parish received at least one note through 
the letterbox informing them of what local support resources are 



available and highlighting the available social platforms that have come 
into their own, like WhatsApp and Facebook groups. 
 
On behalf of Hughenden Parish Council I would personally like to thank 
everyone in Great Kingshill and Cryers Hill for staying at home, following 
the social distancing rules and hope that we can all keep safe and return 
as soon as possible to enjoying the lovely Parish that we all live in. 
 
Stay safe. 
Paul 
Councillor Paul Nicholls,  
Chairman Hughenden Parish Council 
	
 
 

	
	
One Can Trust is a local charity servicing South Bucks to help anyone in the local 
community who is desperate with hunger. In the current situation with the Covid-19 
pandemic, there are many more people struggling to make ends meet, and One Can 
Trust has seen an extraordinary increase recently in people who are unable to feed 
themselves and their family. The food bank’s demand for emergency food parcels 
has increased from feeding an average of 159 people per week in January, 177 in 
February, 229 in March, 396 in the first week of April and now 427 in the second 
week in April, more than doubling the demand. Food stocks are depleting fast as 
donations have not risen in line with the demand.  
 
3 Great Kingshill residents are offering their services to the food bank as One Can 
Trust Heroes. Collection points are available each day with containers being left by 
the heroes, so you can leave contributions when you go out walking, running or 
cycling at any time of day or night! 

• Helen Hinde - at the top of Country Lane off Spurlands End Road) 
• Wendy Sadler – at end of footpath from A4128 main road to Oak View (if 

you’re driving Oak View is off Cockpit Road)  
• Kate Wheeler - at the corner of Limmers Mead and Pipers Lane  

 



Our One Can Trust heroes will collect the donations each day and drive them 
regularly to the local depot. 

Items that are urgently needed are: 

• Longlife milk 
• Various canned vegetables - mushrooms, carrots, green beans 
• Tins of meat – corned beef, ham and meat pies 
• Cooking sauces 
• Pulses - kidney beans, chickpeas etc.  
• Breakfast cereals 
• Shampoo and conditioner 
• Toiletries such as men’s razors, deodorant, shower gel, tampons 

Please please can you help the One Can Trust if you can, by adding a couple of 
extra items to your grocery order each week and donating? Many thanks! 

And if you would like to add a drop off point on your road then please contact one of 
us by leaving your contact details in one of our boxes. 

Helen, Wendy and Kate 

 
Take-aways and Deliveries available to GK residents during the 
lockdown. If you know of any others, please let us know so we can 
include them in the next edition. 
 
Cakes, Bakes and More 

Peterley Farm 

Farm Shop (eg. Cook range) and Café are both 
available Click and Collect and Delivery via Kingshill 
Cars 
https://peterley-manor-farm.myshopify.com/ 
 

Pantry 51 
Prestwood 

Café delivering bakery, also delivering flour, pasta and 
other goods. Email for prices and order form 
hello@thepantryat51.co.uk 

Pantry 
Hazlemere 

Open for deliveries 8am-3pm for coffee and cake 
menu, food menu is going to be added very soon 
https://www.quarantinecoffee.co.uk/ 

Hughenden 
Village Store 

Home made ready meals and other fresh goods. 
To place an order call 568653 between 11am and 
3pm, Email shop@valleyshop.org or go to the shop 
and order through the window. Delivery or collection. 

 
 



Oriental and Asian 
 

The Stamp 

Sri Lankan Take Away in Great Missenden offering 
Vegan, Chicken and Pork set menus. 
 Open from 6-8 pm. Wednesday- Saturday. Orders can 
be placed by texting 07599125232 anytime during the day 

Jai Ho 
Hazlemere 

https://www.jai-ho.co.uk/newsite/ 
 

Soya 
Hazlemere 

https://soya-oriental.co.uk/Menu?dl=0 
 

Taste of India 
HP13 

Indian Takeaway for collection and deliveries 
https://tasteofindiahp13.co.uk/ 
 

New Akash 
Gt 
Missenden 

Indian takeaway https://newakash.com 
01494 865116 
 

 
 
Pizza and Fish and Chips 
 

Firecraft 
Roaming 
Pizza  

Pop up Pizza van delivering to Great Kingshill and 
Prestwood on Fridays from 4pm-9ish. Pre-order advised 
https://www.facebook.com/theroamingpizzacompany/ 
 

Dominoes 
Hazlemere 

Pre-order pizzas for delivery (simplified menu) 
https://www.dominos.co.uk 
 

Papa 
Johns High 
Wycombe 

Pre-order pizzas for delivery (simplified menu) 
https://www.papajohns.co.uk/stores/high-
wycombe/pizzas.aspx 
 

Churchills 
Hazlemere 

Fish and Chips available to Click and Collect or delivery via 
Just Eat 
https://candc.churchillsfishandchips.co.uk/#/main/venue/m
enu 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Meals and Drinks 
 

Gourmet Food 
Direct 

Pre-order quality seasonal meals prepared by 
passionate & creative chefs 
http://www.gourmetfooddirect.co.uk/ 
 

Matildas Bistro 
Café 
(Prestwood) 

Temporary menu covering burgers, wraps, kebabs  
01494 890411 

Lloyds Wines 
in Hughenden  

are also delivering. I believe you can visit, call or 
email 
https://www.lloydswines.com/pages/contact-us 
 

Malt Brewery  

Delivery of beers, wines and snacks 
www.maltthebrewery.co.uk 
 

 
 
 

Prize Photo Competition 
 

Thanks for all the entries for the photo competition in the last Newsletter. 
 
The answers were: 
 
A White Horse, Heath End Road 
B Missenden Road with the Royal Oak on the right 
C Cryers Hill Post Office 
D New Road 
E Cryers Hill Lane 
F Spar Shop 
 
Congratulations to Angela Deacon who wins the £10 prize for the first 
correct answer drawn at random from all the entries. 
This edition’s competition is a bit different – we need YOU to send us a 
photo. As you take your daily exercise in the village and surrounding 
countryside, you may have seen the teddy bears in windows and the 
many displays of support for the NHS and carers. 
    
All you have to do is send us a photo of something special you have 
seen around the village. Maybe you or your children have made a 
window display, perhaps you have found a painted stone on your walk in 



the countryside, have you taken a photo of your road clapping for the 
NHS, did your children go on the bear hunt. It doesn’t matter what you 
photograph, just send it to  

gkra.newsletter@gmail.com 
 

 
We will publish as many entries as we can in the next Newsletter and 
there will be a £10 for the best photo. 

 
 

Sun-bathing 
 
 
In this difficult period one blessing recently has been those sunny days 
when at least one could sit in the garden and bask in the sun.  This gives 
us a chance to see how many other sun-worshippers are sharing the 
garden with us.  These are the butterflies, whose cold-blooded 
metabolism and frail bodies and limbs require a fair temperature, plenty 
of sun, and not too much breeze to become active.  We have already 
been seeing for a month or so the first to fly, the ones that overwinter as 
adults (often hanging from the roofs of our sheds) - the multi-coloured 
Peacock and Small Tortoiseshell, the warm yellow Brimstone, and the 
ragged-winged Comma.  They were with us at the end of last summer 
and are near the ends of their lives.  They are in a hurry to fulfil their 
destinies by finding a mate and, in the case of the females, finding the 
right plant on which to lay their eggs.  (This is the common nettle in the 
case of three of them, although the brimstone has to seek out a 
buckthorn - a widely distributed hedgerow shrub but not all that common, 
which is surprising when there are so many brimstones around.)  Along 
with them, but much less frequent, you may have seen a Red Admiral, 
which also occasionally overwinters and also lays eggs on nettles.  A 
decade or so ago we did not see the red admirals in early spring at all, 
because our winters were too cold, but it is a sign of global warming that 
now they are successfully hibernating here in increasing numbers.  
Before then we had to depend on migrants in the summer coming from 
hotter climes in Europe.   
 

   Red Admiral 



In addition to all these we have also been seeing a good number of Holly 
Blues this spring.  They emerge a little later because they overwinter as 
a chrysalis, but they are already around and should remain with us 
through May.  They are very pale blue and tend to fly along hedgerows 
(not close to the ground like the deeper-coloured Common Blue).  This is 
because their food-plants are holly and ivy, plentiful enough but very 
difficult to eat, so that their caterpillars are specialised to digest such 
difficult food.  The advantage to this is that there is not much competition 
from other insects for the same food.  One would think that the holly blue 
should therefore be one of our commonest butterflies, and maybe they 
would be if it were not for an internal parasite that attacks them.  
Numbers of these parasites grow hugely as the populations of holly 
blues expand, ultimately becoming so common that they almost wipe out 
all the holly blues, whose  numbers therefore plummet.  When this 
happens the parasite has little to sustain it and its numbers also 
plummet.  So we get a cycle, usually over about seven years, of 
increasing holly blue numbers reaching a peak before they suddenly 
decline to become quite rare, after which they gradually build again.  We 
have recently been approaching one of the peaks - last year there were 
a good few holly blues and this year looks like being a bumper one.  So 
look out for it while you have the chance - in the next year or so they 
may virtually vanish. 
 
 

     Holly Blue 
 
In May the overwintering butterflies die off, having laid the foundation of 
the next generation, and we shall have to wait for their eggs to hatch and 
the caterpillars to feed up before we see the butterflies again in 
midsummer.  May is the month of the Whites.  The earliest of these, the 
Orange-tip, has already been flying for a couple weeks, but it is now 
already being joined by Small White, Green-veined White and Large 
White.  Apart from the orange-tipped wings of the male orange-tip, easy 
to recognise, these four Whites may take some effort and a close look to 
tell apart.  They all feed on members of the cabbage family, not 
necessarily our garden cabbages (though they will certainly do), but also 
their wild relatives like hedge garlic (the particular favourite of the 
orange-tip).  The orange-tips will now be laying their eggs on hedge 



garlic (Jack-by-the-hedge, garlic mustard are other names - their leaves 
taste mildly of garlic and can be used in salads).  Their eggs, though 
small, are bright orange and it is not too difficult to find them, if you look, 
on the young leaves at the tips of their food-plants. 
 

     
 
Orange Tip   Green-veined White  Small White 
 
 There are other May butterflies, but they are rarely seen in 
gardens.  You need to go to a good chalk grassland site like Prestwood 
Nature Reserve at Perks Lane to see them.  They include some 
uncommon species like Dingy Skipper and Green Hairstreak.  If you can 
go as far as this reserve in your daily walk, on a warm sunny day, it will 
be well worthwhile - this is probably the best month of all to visit it, with 
the cowslips now in their full glory and all the sun-bathing insects flitting 
around in the rainbow colours of summer. 
 
Tony Marshall 
 

Exercise Classes at the Village Hall 
 
Most of you will be aware that the village Hall is closed until further 
notice. However, many of the exercise classes are running online. 
 
As of the end of April we know that all the Pilates classes are running 
online – please contact the class organiser to find out more. Rosie 
Lewin’s classes are limited to existing members. 
 
The Village Hall Contact list from the Spring edition of the Newsletter is 
included below 
 
If anyone else is running online classes, please let us know so we can 
include details in the next Newsletter.	



 



Greetings from a distanced Great Kingshill Village Hall. 
  
Sadly, but not surprisingly the hall has been closed since late March, 
although a local sewing group are planning to use the hall to make 
scrubs for hospitals – under strict distancing and cleaning measures of 
course.  None of us know how this situation will pan out, when social 
mixing will be allowed, so we just have to live with it and stay 
safe.  However, it is really nice to see so many people taking a stroll 
around the village, people you’d not normally come across. Everyone is 
very considerate.  
  
Meanwhile I’m pleased to report that our appeal for volunteers to replace 
retirees on the hall management committee prompted several kind 
people offering to become trustees, although that process itself is on 
hold for the moment. At least it is so good to know that people in the 
village care sufficiently about keeping the hall going as a local facility. 
  
We have two large projects in hand: the kitchen replacement and 
refurbishing the main hall floor.  The planning is all done now so this 
situation gives us an opportunity to get the works done without disruption 
to bookings (and revenue) at the hall.   Once suppliers open up again, 
we can move ahead with the kitchen even before it is open to the public, 
subject to Government guidelines/directives.  We plan to get the main 
hall floor done some time during May.  
  
Finally, on financial management, we are fortunate to have some 
reserves to see us through for a while, still maintaining the building 
securely.  There may also be charity grants available – we are keeping 
an eye on that.  The hall AGM, a public meeting, would normally happen 
in early June, but that is on hold, so please just watch this space.  For 
now, our task is to make sure the hall is protected so that the facility will 
be ready for you when the time is right. Until bookings resume, we have 
made the hall car park available for residents who live nearby. 
  
Stay safe. 
Peter Jackling 
Village Hall Chairman 

 

 

 



VE Day Bank Holiday 

 

Next Friday 8th May has been designated a Bank Holiday in order to 
mark 75 years since VE (Victory in Europe) Day. VE Day represents an 
end to nearly six years of war in Europe that cost the lives of millions 
and destroyed countless homes and families. Across the country people 
are marking it in different ways which feel appropriate to them (and the 
weather!) such as decorating houses in red, white and blue or having 
picnics on their front lawn in lieu of a street party.   

Given our current global Covid-19 emergency is affecting millions of 
lives, and has a rising death toll, we hope that Great Kingshill can join in 
marking the day in a way which emphasises our shared humanity. This 
disease doesn't differentiate between national borders, and requires a 
shared, community response.  Our suggestion is that we all decorate our 
windows or houses in whatever colours feel appropriate to us - it may be 
flags (we have lots of different nationalities living in our village) or other 
colour schemes.  

Next weekend (8th-10th May) let's make Great Kingshill as colourful as 
possible in order to celebrate our lovely community and remember the 
wide variety of battles fought in life - mental and physical, near and far! 

	
 
Coronavirus Tracker App 

Professor Tim Spector, professor of genetic epidemiology at King’s 
College London, has collated reports of people falling ill with “classic 
symptoms” of coronavirus from the start of January.  

He gathered the reports through the 2.6m people signed up to his 
team’s Covid Symptom Tracker app, where they report their past and 
present health status. 

This app is easy to download on to your phone and it only takes about 
30 seconds each day to self-report.  

 

 



A few photographs of our village and its beautiful countryside taken 
during lockdown walks 
 

 
  
 
Bluebells in Gomms and Bubbles Wood, and Small tortoiseshell 
butterflies on the Blackthorn blossom in the field behind Hoppers Farm 
 

 
 
And finally, the local deer population are still frequenting the local fields 
and woodlands. 
 

 

The Red Lion allotments are 
looking very well-cultivated 
this Spring; hopefully there 
will be lots of home-grown 
produce later in the year. 



Karen van Oostrum 28/04/2020      All photos are taken locally © Karen van Oostrum 

 
 

Plants to look out for in May 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) 

If the focus is on plants in May, then we must start with the ‘Maythorn’! 
While the cherries and sloes dominated April with their blossom, the 
hawthorn follows hot on their heels. As I write this the frothy white 
flowers, or ‘May-blossom’ are yet to open and fill the air with their 
heady scent of early summer, but I know it isn’t far off. Hawthorn is 
common amongst our hedgerows, and can also be found as a free-
standing tree, growing up to 10m tall. The flowers are white, with 
conspicuously pink anthers, and in the centre is a single, pale green 
style. The style sits atop the ovary, the female part of the plant – hence 
the Latin name ‘mono’ (single) ‘gyna’ (of female reproduction). 
 

A close relative, the Midland Hawthorn (Crataegus laevigata), can be 
found in particularly old hedgerows, flowering a week or two earlier 
than C. monogyna. Unlike the blossom of the more common Hawthorn, 
the Midland Hawthorn blossom has an unpleasant smell. If you 
are brave enough to get close to these flowers, you will notice that 
there are 2 pale green styles amongst the pink anthers. The haws 
(fruits) that follow in autumn contain 2 stones, often adhered together 
– in comparison to the single stones within the haws of C. monogyna. 

So, take a look, or have a sniff the next time you pass a hawthorn in 
blossom – is it C. monogyna or C. laevigata? 

 
 
Wood Sorrel (Oxalis acetosella) 

This delicate, understated plant of the woodland floor began flowering in 
April, and will continue to flower until the end of May. Although it has 
clover-like ‘trifoliate’ leaves, it is unrelated to the clovers and is a plant 
of shady places, not open meadows. The leaves tend to fold down in 
rain or darkness – note the difference 
between the two photos here. The white 
flowers of Wood Sorrel, when studied 

close-to, are exquisitely beautiful, 
with lilac vein detail.  

 
The lime green leaves have a fresh, lemony taste and small amounts 
add a good zing to salads. Large amounts should be avoided though, 
since the source of this zingy freshness is the presence of oxalic 
acid. So do enjoy, but most definitely in moderation. 
 
  



 

 

3 Bumblebees to look out for by John Catton  

Karen van Oostrum 28/04/2020      All photos are taken locally © Karen van Oostrum 
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April, and will continue to flower until the end of May. Although it has 
clover-like ‘trifoliate’ leaves, it is unrelated to the clovers and is a plant 
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between the two photos here. The white 
flowers of Wood Sorrel, when studied 
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The lime green leaves have a fresh, lemony taste and small amounts 
add a good zing to salads. Large amounts should be avoided though, 
since the source of this zingy freshness is the presence of oxalic 
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Buff tailed bumblebee (Bombus terrestris) - one of the first bumblebee queens to 
emerge from hibernation is one of our biggest (18 mm) and most numerous. She 
“looks” like a bee should, with black and yellow stripes, but gets her name from her 
buff coloured “tail”.  

Red tailed bumblebee (Bombus lapidarius) - slightly smaller than the buff-tail, is 
the next out of hibernation in March. She is jet black with a distinctive red tail.  

Tree Bumblebee (Bombus hypnorum)  - typically emerges from hibernation in 
March. Visually different from the other two: a unique combination of ginger 
thorax, black abdomen and pure white tail.  

 

 

5 Butterflies to look out for by Val Marshall  

Orange Tip (male) is obvious in flight with two bright orange spots on the tips of the 
wings Holly Blue is a small blue butterfly which flies high and fast looking for holly or 
ivy on which to lay its eggs.  

 

The White Butterflies  

 

Green veined white is distinguished, when at rest, by the wing underside ‘veins’ as 
shown, Large White, Small White is smaller than the other whites  



VE Day Bank Holiday 

Next Friday 8th May has been designated a Bank Holiday in order to 
mark 75 years since VE (Victory in Europe) Day. VE Day represents an 
end to nearly six years of war that cost the lives of millions and 
destroyed countless homes and families. Across the country people are 
marking it in different ways which feel appropriate to them (and the 
weather!) such as decorating houses in red, white and blue or having 
picnics on their front lawn in lieu of a street party.   

Given our current global Covid-19 emergency is affecting millions of 
lives and has a rising death toll, we hope that Great Kingshill can join in 
marking the day in a way which emphasises our shared humanity. This 
disease doesn't differentiate between national borders, and requires a 
shared, community response.  Our suggestion is that we all decorate our 
windows or houses in whatever colours feel appropriate to us - it may be 
flags (we have lots of different nationalities living in our village) or other 
colour schemes.  

Next weekend (8th-10th May) let's make Great Kingshill as colourful as 
possible in order to celebrate our lovely community and remember the 
wide variety of battles fought in life - mental and physical, near and far! 

	
 

News from Buckinghamshire Council 
	
Buckinghamshire Council, working with its partners, has created a 
special Coronavirus section on its website to provide general information 
and advice on practical support in your community, volunteering, support 
for businesses and keeping safe, happy and well during these 
challenging times. Visit www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/coronavirus and 
find out more. 

 
A new 24/7 Mental Health Helpline has been launched, and trained 
mental health advisors will be able to offer on-the-spot advice to make 
sure people get the care that is right for them. For adults the number is 
01865 904997. For children and young people the number is 01865 
904998. 
 The following websites may also be of use: 
 https://www.oxfordhealth.nhs.uk/healthyminds/covid/ 
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/coronavirus-covid-19-



staying-at-home-tips/. 
 https://search3.openobjects.com/mediamanager/buckinghamshire/fsd/d
ocs/bucks_family_well-being_information_pack.pdf 
 https://youngminds.org.uk/starting-a-conversation-with-your-
child/activities-and-conversation-starters-during-the-coronavirus-
pandemic/ 
   
 
NHS services across Buckinghamshire are reminding people that 
hospital Emergency Departments and GP services are still here for 
them and still safe to use, despite the coronavirus outbreak.  
There are concerns that serious issues like strokes and heart attacks 
may not be treated quickly enough, which could lead to slower recovery 
rates and even prove fatal. A&E services are still open as usual and 
you can still call 999 in medical emergencies. 
GP surgeries are closed for walk-in appointments, but you can call to 
arrange a telephone consultation or, if you are over 16, use the AskNHS 
app.  
 National advice for people who think they may have COVID-19 remains 
to visit NHS 111 online and self-isolate for seven days.  
 For more information, please visit the NHS COVID-19 website 
 
	

£62.5 million in business grants has already been paid out to 
Buckinghamshire small businesses and businesses in the retail, 
hospitality and leisure sectors to help them through the coronavirus 
crisis. That means there is still over £28 million available to 
businesses who haven’t applied and could be eligible – are you one 
of them? 

Buckinghamshire Council received just over £91 million from 
government that is strictly for eligible businesses only and may not be 
used for any other purpose. Already 4,737 local businesses have 
applied and received their grant.   

Go to www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/businessgrant for details about 
eligibility and to apply. The grants are available to all eligible businesses 
and, as they are grants and not loans, do not need to be repaid. 

 



 
 

Thank you for taking the time to read this Newsletter. Please don’t forget 
to send in your stories and pictures of Great Kingshill in lockdown for the 
next edition. 
Copy is required by the last week in May. 

gkra.newsletter@gmail.com 
 


