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VETERINARY SURGERY

• Longest established practice in the area with an 
unrivalled reputation

• All our own 24 hour emergency cover provided by  our 
own vets - we are now the only practice in the area to 
provide this service

• Highly experienced team of caring vets and nurses

• Free nurse clinics

• Ample free parking at the surgery

• Please visit us online www.templeendvets.co.uk

NEW VET SURGERY 
NOW OPEN IN HOLMER GREEN

Holmer Green - 01494 714630       

Mon - Fri 8am -12pm           
Mon, Weds, Fri - 2pm - 6.30pm         

Tues, Thurs 2pm - 5pm

56 Earl Howe Road, HP15 6QT

Two companies, one shared vision…….   

A professional, fully qualified, insured, and equipped domestic garden care company. We provide a full range of 
services for the management of your garden. 

Whether a small border, or a large-scale planting scheme, we have a range of design and build services to suit 
all size projects and budgets. 

We are now fully accredited with The Horticultural Trade Association (HTA) and the Association of Professional Landscapers (APL) 

Office: 01494 717737 Mobile: 07553 227706 

www.sbhorticulture.com 
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Welcome	to	the	Autumn	Newsletter	
 
 
Welcome to the Autumn Newsletter, we hope that you all had an 
enjoyable summer. Autumn is a busy time for GKRA – see page 
48, and we hope to see many of you at one of the events we 
have planned. 
 
Again, thank you for all the articles you have sent to us; this 
newsletter would just not happen without all your contributions. 
 
A couple of points to note - the views expressed in the articles 
within this newsletter are not necessarily the views of the editors 
or GKRA committee, and the editorial team reserve the right to 
edit copy as they see fit. We do not have an unlimited number of 
pages so hope that you will understand if your piece has been 
shortened in order to fit it in. 
 
If you have anything you would like included in the Newsletter 
please get in touch by email to the following address: 

gkra.newsletter@gmail.com 
 
Looking forward to hearing from you; copy for the next edition is 
required by mid November. 
 
Rose     712207 
Myriam  711314 
 
 
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION OFFICERS 
CHAIRMAN   John Golledge 
 chairman@greatkingshill.org 
SECRETARY Anna Young  01494 714448 
TREASURER Shirley Challis      07771 567921  
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Chairman’s Report 

 
With the holiday season in full swing things seem to have been 
quiet around the village over the past few months, but this does 
not mean that nothing has been happening. 
 
Firstly, you may have noticed the new Parish Council noticeboard 
on the common opposite the Spar shop. Some of you may be 
aware that the absence of a village noticeboard was always one 
of the areas we got marked down on in the ‘best kept village’ 
competition, so this is to be welcomed as a much-needed 
amenity for the village. It is hoped that there will be space in this 
for community notices although this is still under discussion. 
Please let us (and the Parish Council) know how you would like 
to see this noticeboard used! 
 
I am also pleased to be able to say that after a gap of many years 
since the millennium event we now have a group of people 
actively interested in running a fete on the village common next 
summer. Planning is now underway, please contact Lynn Martin 
if you would be interested in getting involved in this. 
 
And of course I could not write this report without reminding you 
of the Residents’ Association AGM – to be held at the village hall 
on Sunday 29th September at 7:30pm – I hope to see as many of 
you there as possible – it is your village and your Association, we 
need you to take part! – in particular Anna Young, our secretary 
is standing down at the AGM and we would love to hear from 
anyone who feels able to take on this role. 
 
 
John Golledge 
Chairman, Great Kingshill Residents Association 
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Stay in the home you love 
Universal Care has been caring for people in their 
own homes in Beaconsfield and surrounding 
areas for over 30 years. 

We offer a range of support to suit all types of 
situations including respite care, live-in care 
and daily care. 

Your care, or that of a family member, will be provided by compassionate, 
reliable and well-trained staff. 

Call now for helpful advice 

 

Tel: 01494 678811 
Chester House ● 9 Windsor End ●  Beaconsfield HP9 2JJ 
Email: care@universal‐care.co.uk  Visit www.universal‐care.co.uk 

 42

 

 










 

 

 

	



  CHAMELEON SINGLES GROUP

We have been lucky with summer this year as warm dry weather greeted 
us on most of our events. Our midsummer walk on 21st June was dry and 
bright and a great opportunity to explore some local paths and woods 
before returning to the Beech Tree pub at Terriers for well earnt drinks. 

As usual we had a day trip to the coast and this year’s destination was 
Brighton. Rather than take cars this time we booked onto a coach trip and 
let someone else do the driving. Brighton has plenty to offer from the 
beach to the tower and of course the many unique shops to browse. A 
good day was had by all. 

We made a return visit to the Prestwood Steam Rally this year having 
missed a couple of years. Perhaps something a bit more for the 
mechanics amongst us but there were plenty of stalls, crafts and food 
offering something for everyone.  

Summer would not be summer without a Bar-B-Que and at Chameleon 
there is no exception. One of our members kindly hosted this event in his 
garden and we were greeted with warm sunshine for our Sunday 
afternoon event. Needless to say, the food was a great attraction and 
enjoyed by all.  

Food & drink events seem ever popular with our members. We have held 
coffee mornings and at home take-away meals with our hosts making 
sure everyone is catered for from Tea and Cakes to Fish & Chip suppers. 
Coming up we have a meal out at the Wee Waif in Charville and a visit to 
the Rebellion Brewery. 

Some events run monthly like the Friday Lunch Club and the new 
Thursday Pub Nights both of which are great places to meet other 
members especially for newcomers. The group also arranges trips to the 
theatre, cinema, comedy evenings, concerts, days out and various other 
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events throughout the year. We have planned a two-night away trip to 
visit the Museum of the North at Beamish in September. 
  
If you are single, 40-60’s, looking for a great social life and new friends 
then why not give us a try? There are no strangers at Chameleon, just 
new friends to be made. We have several local people from Great 
Kingshill, Widmer End, Prestwood, Hazlemere and surrounding areas and 
you would be very welcome too. To find out more call our membership 
secretaries Terrie on 01494 445816, Joyce on 01494 817895 or e-mail: 
info@chameleonsingles.org.uk. Visit us on-line at 
www.chameleonsingles.org.uk for more information and our current 
programme or connect with us through Facebook. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Printer please insert two photos (pub night and 
summer BBQ – to be emailed) 
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Hatty aesthetics ad half page ad 
Same as last time 
 
 
 
JRW ad half page same as last time 
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Local News and Events 

Kop Hill Climb needs your help. 
Are you available for a couple of hours on either Saturday 21st or Sunday 
22nd September 2019? If so, would you like to volunteer as a steward for 
this very popular fundraising event, now in its 10th year. 
If you feel able to join our team, I will try to allocate you (and any friends 
that you may have recruited) into a 2-hour slot to suit you within our 
Saturday/Sunday schedules; you will also receive free car parking and 
entry to the paddock.

The entire event proceeds will be donated to local charities. 
So far over half a million pounds has been raised by our charity team 
and distributed by Heart of Bucks. With your support we’ll soon be well 
on our way to a million (and well before another nine years has 
passed!). This makes us the biggest charity fundraising event in 
Buckinghamshire. 

If you would like to help us, PLEASE REPLY TO ME ASAP with your 
preferences.  
Andrew Hodge  thedairyhouse25@gmail.com 

Sue Ryder South Oxfordshire Palliative Care Hub is holding its annual 
Forget-Me-Not Memory Walk on 8 September at Temple Island 
Meadows, Henley on Thames. They are asking people to join them at the 
beautiful Temple Island Meadows to take part, the walk is for anyone who 
has lost a loved one and wants to walk in remembrance to celebrate 
those who are gone but not forgotten.  

There is a 5K route and a 10K route, both routes take in the Thames Path 
and the surrounding meadows. For more information 
visit:www.sueryder.org/memorywalk 
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Are you a trustee or committee member of a charity or community group 
in Bucks? Or perhaps you volunteer for a voluntary group which needs 
advice and practical ideas to strengthen their organisation? 
 

Community Impact Bucks’ annual trustee conference on 19th September 
will look at why transparency and trust are critical to a charity’s success. 
You will be given tips on how to improve governance and accountability, 
as well as an opportunity to participate in an expert-led breakout session 
of your choice. 
 

Tickets are heavily discounted with prices ranging from £25-£80. For 
more information and to book on the half day conference on 19th 
September from 2.00-5.15pm at the Gateway Conference Centre, 
Gatehouse Road Aylesbury, HP19 8FF  

Contact us on 0300 111 1250 

Email: info@communityimpactbucks.org.uk 

Website: https://communityimpactbucks.org.uk/events/ 

 
Coffee Café 

On Friday mornings between 11am and 12 noon villagers meet for 
refreshments and a chat in the village hall.  A modest fee is charged for 
coffee/tea and cakes, many of which are home baked.  This yields a 
useful income for the village hall funds. 

This is an initiative that was set up back in 2004 and has been going 
strong ever since.  As well as providing the opportunity to keep abreast of 
what is happening in the village, from time to time there are visits from the 
police to update us on their activities to tackle crime, and to warn of the 
latest cons and scams. 
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It has been customary to hold a Christmas Party each year, a key 
element of which is the holding of a raffle, the proceeds of which are 
donated to a local charity. Currently around 25 people attend on a regular 
basis, but it would be great to swell this number. Why not come along? 
You will be most welcome. 
 
John & Sue Holwill 
 
 
 
News from the Red Lion 
 
The Red Lion has recently changed owners and while there have been 
some cosmetic changes inside and out, it is still managed and run by Ezio 
and Dalila. The couple are very experienced in the hospitality trade: Dalila 
worked for Gordon Ramsay at the Savoy and at Bread Street Kitchen and 
Ezio used to be General Manager for restaurants such as Gaucho (the 
Argentinian steak house). 

Ezio explained the ethos of the Red Lion – “Our mission is to provide the 
village and the surrounding area with top quality local food. We serve 
delicious restaurant food in an informal setting.” 

A fish orientated restaurant with the charm of a country pub, every 
plate starts with the freshest, sustainable fish from the morning’s 
catch, but you can also find a juicy steak, a Sunday roast or a hearty 
homemade pie. 

 
Our philosophy is simple: to try to use as many local suppliers and 
services as possible. Our suppliers of fish, meat, vegetables, real ales 
and all our staff are from within 15 miles. 
 
We look forward to welcoming you soon.  
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Ladies Badminton 
  
Are you free Tuesday mornings, would you like to play badminton at 
Great Kingshill Village Hall 9.30 to 11.30am, every Tuesday morning? 
 
We are a friendly set of ladies with mixed badminton ability if you are 
interested please phone Christine Gould  01494 714566 or 
email  rickandchrisgould@btinternet.com 
 
 

 
Kerbside Power to the Electric Vehicle People 

Twenty new kerbside electric vehicle charging points across 
Buckinghamshire went live on Friday 12 July, thanks to a successful 
County Council funding bid to the Government’s Office for Low Emission 
Vehicles (OLEV). Over the coming two years, Buckinghamshire will be 
part of a Government-funded pilot to trial innovative 'wireless' charging for 
electric cars.  

For now, the 20 pay-as-you-go charging points - installed in 
neighbourhoods with no off-street parking in Winslow, Amersham, 
Chesham, High Wycombe and Princes Risborough, with six more in 
Marlow - will provide cable-fed top-ups at 33p per kilowatt-hour. The 
County Council expects to commission another phase of kerbside 
installations early next year if OLEV funding is available. 
 
The addition of these charging points brings to 59 the total number of 
public points across the county. They will all appear on the online 
interactive map hosted by www.zapmap.com   

 
 
 
 
 

11



Part 4 Muscat Old Boys on Tour: More Cricket, Milestones and Two 
Curries. 

 
Here we go again! 

Flushed with the success of 2017, the Muscat OB’s on Tour machinery 
was quickly mobilised in order to get us to the England v India test match 
at Edgbaston in 2018. This being the 1000th test match in England, the 
bold decision was taken to go for two days, necessitating us being away 
from our loved ones for two nights.  

There was, however, a problem with the composition of the tour party. 
Rogers was diagnosed early in 2018 with a brain tumour and declared 
himself ‘unfit to travel’. Subsequently, Bryan died on Christmas Eve 2018 
leaving his family, and the Muscat OB’s, devastated. We miss him but 
cannot forget him, a great mate and cricket mad. Before the Tour, 
however, he rustled up another Muscat OB to take his place, but more of 
that later.  

The two day/two-night scenario, of course, meant testing Brooksie’s 
planning skills even further with two pubs and two curry houses being 
required all, preferably, open when needed! 

First of all, he booked us into the Ibis which is on the fringe of the main 
city centre and, fortuitously, on the road to Edgbaston. Walking distance 
in fact, for those who didn’t have hip, knee or back problems that is! 
Based on our experiences the previous year at ‘the infamous Rowton 
Hotel’, Brooksie checked their overbooking strategy and was kindly 
informed that “oh no sir, we don’t do things like that”. Easy then! 
The day duly arrived. Brooksie, Biffo, John M and I met up in the 
reception of the Ibis hotel at around 9.30am, checked in and, amazingly, 
were allowed to drop our bags in our allocated rooms. The ‘new’ member 
of our touring party arrived shortly afterwards, checked in, but couldn’t 
‘take possession’ of his room since it hadn’t been cleaned. This sounds 
familiar we thought! 
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Our new Muscat OB was Gilyatt although, based on his ‘seniority’, he was 
subsequently given the moniker of ‘Grandad’ by Biffo, one of the 
marginally younger members of the group. 
 
Now Grandad was, according to his own words in one of our email 
correspondences, an ‘astute QS’. Rogers, who got Grandad involved in 
the first place, was the astute one. He defined a QS as a Quantity 
Surveyor, someone who can count, particularly cubic metres, working 
days and money. Perhaps he thought we needed a treasurer. In that 
case, we thought, he would be ideal to be in charge of the kitty. Elected 
unanimously! At this point, Grandad dutifully allocated one pocket in his 
shorts to the kitty and the other to personal funds……allegedly!  
 
So, off to the cricket. 
Day 1 – Pleasant walk to the ground. Grandad’s right pocket loaded with 
kitty (or was it his left pocket?), let’s have a beer. Ordered 5 pints and 
immediately sent them back. Biffo, being an ex-publican, told them what 
was wrong with it along the lines of… “this bbbeer is off”. Fresh glasses 
provided, different beer, off to watch leather on willow.  
 
What a grand days’ play, although Cook only got 13 runs in England’s 
first innings, Stokes gets his 100th Test wicket. Proceedings were only 
interrupted for more beer, food and occasional pleas from Grandad to say 
that the kitty was running low with the rejoinder, “which pocket is that, 
have you checked the left one?”! 
 
On the way back to the hotel after close of play, Brooksie decided that he 
needed some money. At the cashpoint conveniently located en route he 
duly inserted card and was informed that a fee of £3.50 was payable. 
Being a Brummie, he said he was blowed (think that’s what he said) if he 
was paying. A discussion took place and someone said “why don’t we 
walk to The Bull Ring tomorrow morning, find a free cashpoint and then 
get the shuttle bus to the ground?” Good idea said those with dodgy 
limbs. Hang on a minute! It was then pointed out that in order to save 
Brooksie £3.50 we would have to pay out £5 each for the privilege, less 
money for Grandad’s right (left?) pocket. Brooksie saw the logic! 
Back at the Ibis Grandad asked for his room key. “Ah”, they said, “we 
know you’ve got one but we don’t know which one it is”! Here we go 
again? Not quite. 
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The solution was to knock on each of the five doors of the rooms that we 
had until they found one that was still empty. Brilliant, Clouseau would 
have been proud! 
 
That evening, in order to avoid a protracted search, we had a few beers 
at Wetherspoon’s and a curry house that we found in 2017. Now, I say a 
few beers at Wetherspoon’s for a reason. We had, initially, intended to 
have ‘just the one’. However, there are two bars within the same area and 
Grandad and I were at one of them and had just ordered a round. Out of 
my left eye I could see Biffo at the other bar, obviously keen to see if he 
could procure the beers in a swifter fashion. I informed Grandad of this 
just as both he and Biffo had succeeded in placing their orders. 
So, Grandad being an ‘astute QS’ said, in an attempt to control our 
revenue stream, “oh, perhaps we had better cancel our order”. “No”, said 
I, “think of the time it will save if we want another one”. I thought, 
personally, that he would have appreciated the much-improved time and 
motion figures, but perhaps not! After the curry, it was then it was a walk 
back to the hotel to recharge batteries for the next day. 
 
Day 2 – Breakfast and then off for some more cricket. Another belter, 
Kohli was out caught only one run short of his 150, a brilliant innings. 
More beers were had, although Grandad endeavoured to exercise some 
control over the flow rate. These astute QS’s shouldn’t dabble in 
engineering principles! He did, however, permit us a glass of Hardy’s 
Australian Rosé with our pizza at lunchtime, what a nice man!  
Back to the hotel after close of play and we were all a bit overcooked from 
the constant warm weather. No downpours this year. This elicited a 
comment from John M whose immortal words were “I think I need to 
change my trousers”. Grandad, quick as a flash, said “why, what have 
you done?” Oh what laughter. John M is now, funnily enough, known as 
‘Trousers’. 
 
After a freshen-up back at the Ibis, off we went in search of a pub near a 
curry house. Here we go again! Brooksie decided that we should explore 
a different area of the city centre, so off we went. “Are we there yet?”, 
went up the cry. “There must be a pub around here somewhere”, said 
Brooksie. Found one, opposite New Street Station, went in, came out 
again. Beer selection and ambience not up to our exacting standards. 
Then we stopped to enquire of a couple of ‘bouncers’ (or should that be 
‘security executives’?) as to where there was a pub near a curry house. 
Result, turn left and there’s a pub on the left. 
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It wasn’t the greatest of places, but it was a significant step up from the 
first one. So, beer procured and sat outside, Brooksie went walkabout in 
search of a nearby curry house. “Where’s Brooksie?”, said Biffo. “He’s up 
at the road junction staring into space”, said I. “No, he’s not”, said Biffo. 
Sure enough, Brooksie had disappeared. 
 
At this point, Biffo went into the pub and came back out with more beer 
and directions to a curry house only a five-minute walk away. He rang 
them up and booked a table. Brooksie returned from his safari looking 
confused but then brightened up when we told him that it was all sorted. 
Soo, off we went to ‘The Streatery’. Brilliant! Mostly vegetarian curry, 
apart from four meat dishes, and vegan German beer to boot. The 
conversation, however, centred around ailments and medication. It’s 
tough getting old! This was, however, followed by some light relief when 
Grandad, our astute QS, couldn’t successfully divide the bill by five. Hoots 
of derision all round! 
 
So, that was it for the 2018 version of Muscat OB’s on Tour. We went 
back to the Ibis, bit of a natter toasting absent friends, although over the 
two days we raised a few glasses to our mate Bryan. Things will not be 
the same now without him. Cheers buddy. Over a leisurely breakfast we 
vowed to return for the Ashes in 2019. And finally, sure enough, we have 
booked our places for the Edgbaston test, very close to what is now the 
Muscat corner of the Ground. To be continued….. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Printer please insert cricket photo (to be emailed) 
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Cat Behaviour 

 
Having written a few articles concentrating on dogs I thought it was time 
to extol the virtues of Felis silvestris catus, the domestic cat, 
(interestingly, silvestris means rural, wild or living in forests). 
Since cats were venerated in ancient Egypt they were commonly believed 
to have been domesticated there. However, there may have been 
instances of domestication as early as the Neolithic Age from around 
9,500 years ago. A genetic study in 2007 concluded that domestic cats 
are descended from African wildcats, having diverged around 8,000 BC in 
west Asia. Cats are the most popular pet in the world and are now found 
in almost every place where humans live. 
 
Feline intelligence 
 
If we define intelligence as ‘the ability to acquire information, retain it, and 
utilise it to solve problems’, the cat is perhaps the winner of all our 
companion animals. Try putting an adult cat in a room in which he has 
never been before and watch how instinctually every nook and cranny is 
carefully examined. This need to do ‘basic research’ as one behaviorist 
puts it provides the cat with valuable, even lifesaving, information about 
his surroundings. Curiosity didn’t kill the cat; it gave him a reputation for 
having nine lives! 
 
In a test of canine versus feline intelligence, psychologists compared I.Q. 
as a function of memory in dogs and cats. Both species were shown a 
large number of boxes and taught that food could only be found under the 
one with a lighted lamp on top. Once the training was complete, the lamp 
over a random box was turned on briefly. Then to test the animal’s 
memory, the researchers prevented them from going to the box for a 
period of time. Canine recall lasted no more than five minutes. Cats, 
however, returned to the correct box as long as 16 hours later, exhibiting 
a power of recall superior to that of monkeys and orangutans. 
Cats learn by observation, imitation and trial and error much the same as 
humans do. You just need to search YouTube to find a plethora of videos 
showing cats turning doorknobs to open doors, ringing doorbells, opening 
cupboards, turning off lights, and even using the toilet solely by observing 
the owner performing these activities. Many feline behaviorists, as well as 
child psychologists, seem to agree that the intelligence of an adult cat 
equals that of a 2 to 3-year-old child. 
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Cat’s eyes 
 
When we see cat’s eyes caught in the headlights we are seeing the 
reflection from a special layer in the back of the eye called the tapetal 
fundus. This enables cats to see in very low light levels by preserving light 
that comes in through the dilated pupil. Cats can see some colours and 
can tell the difference between red, blue and yellow light, as well as 
between red and green light. They are also able to distinguish between 
blues and violets better than between colours near the red end of the 
spectrum.  
 
Perhaps one of the most wonderful of feline body signals, but one that is 
most often missed by even the most observant of cat owners, is the slow 
eye blink. Blinking is a very powerful communication as a reassurance 
signal and is commonly used between cats when they are sitting or lying 
in a hunched-up, sphinx-like position. The slow blink can be used to relax 
house cats, feral cats, and even tigers in the wild. 
A continuous stare has the opposite effect on cats. It is threatening and 
unsettling and is used effectively by cats in maintaining territorial 
distance. This explains why a cat that enters a room of strangers, all of 
whom are cat lovers except for one, the cat will choose to approach the 
non-cat lover, the only one who is not staring at him! 
 
Purring 
 
Purring in cats first occurs at about one week of age. It serves as a signal 
to the nursing mother cat that all is well with her babies and that the milk 
supply is reaching its destination. She, in turn, purrs letting the kittens 
know that she too is in a relaxed and cooperative mood. It is believed that 
purring between adult cats and humans is derived from this primal parent-
offspring context. 
 
Contentment is not the sole condition for purring, however. A more 
precise explanation is that purring signals a friendly social mood and can 
be employed by an injured cat to indicate the need for friendship.  
Scientists have demonstrated that cats produce the purr through the use 
of the laryngeal and diaphragmatic muscles. Cats purr during inhalation 
and exhalation with a consistent pattern and frequency between 25 and 
150 Hertz. Various investigators have shown that sound frequencies in 
this range can improve bone density and promote healing. This 
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association between the frequencies of cats' purrs and improved healing 
of bones and muscles may perhaps explain why in the vets we see cats 
with even extreme injuries recovering extraordinarily quickly. Having the 
company of a cat may also provide help for us humans. It is thought that 
petting a purring cat can decrease stress levels, lower blood pressure, 
improve the rate of fracture repair and help healing of soft tissue injuries. 
Owning a cat can certainly be good for the health and one study even 
found that cat owners have a 40% less risk of heart attack! 
 
 

                     

My Felis silvestris catus, Eddie.                              Tim Ferens 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bay tracks half page colour ad 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Unit 16a, Binders Ind Est, Cryers Hill Road, Cryers Hill, High Wycombe, Bucks HP15 6LJ

01494 713 621 sales@bay-tracks.co.uk www.bay-tracks.co.uk

Call now to book your 
FREE measure on 

01494 713621

• Bay Window Curtain Tracks & Poles
• Cord Operated Tracks & Poles 
• Automated Remote/Switch
• Control Tracks & Poles 
• Traditional Hand Finished 
• Wooden & Metal Curtain Poles

• Roman Blind Systems
• Roller, Venetian & Vertical Blinds 
• Room Divider/Cubicle & Shower Systems
• Covered Lathes
• Pelmets & Pelmet Boards Shutters
• Full Measuring, Fitting and Repair Service

We offer a bespoke custom colour match service, matching our poles to any colour of fabric or 
paint you may have 2 Year Guarantee on all products & 5 Year Guarantee on Silent Gliss products.

BAY TRACKS LTD - Your local curtain track & pole specialist

FREE 

MEASURE SERVICE 

WITHIN A 25 MILE RADIUS 

OF HIGH WYCOMBE
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A Surprising Place - Priestfield Arboretum 

Tony Marshall 
 
You would have no idea it was there. You wander up Stony Lane 
in Little Kingshill, through clusters of modern housing, until it 
becomes a track through a rather dismal secondary woodland. 
Then all of a sudden, through a gate, you enter a green oasis in 
the residential estate, a single field originally, now pressed on 
more than half its circumference by garden fences. But this field 
is no longer the pastureland it had been until the first world war. 
Now it is a wonderland of hundreds of exotic trees, a shady 
bower in a heat-wave, such as the one we are enduring as I write 
this piece. 
 
Like many larger arboreta across the country, at Westonbirt, 
Kew, Bedgebury, this is a valuable reference collection of trees 
across the world that would otherwise be difficult to experience. 
More strictly, Priestfield Arboretum should be referred to as a 
‘pinetum’, as it specialises in conifers, of which it has examples of 
just about all the species that can survive in this country. Having 
nearly 200 kinds, Priestfield is a good place to get to understand 
your conifers, which display remarkable variation in foliage, 
growth form, bark and fruits. Here is a young Wellingtonia, for 
instance, already towering above far older trees, a fast-growing 
redwood from California, one of the world's tallest trees. Another 
very young addition is a tree from the Blue Mountains of Australia 
that was thought only to occur millions of years ago in the fossil 
record and was then discovered as a living tree in a remote 
canyon. This is the Wollemi Pine, still considered critically 
endangered in the wild, where it has only one small habitat, but 
happily saved from going extinct altogether because it has now 
been planted here, at Kew, and in many other gardens. You are 
unlikely to see it in its aboriginal forest, so it is much easier to 
come here to enjoy its very distinctive form. It will be interesting 
to see it in a hundred years, when it is a really substantial tree, a 
treat the arboretum is preserving for our grandchildren. And that 



is the way it should be with trees, we grow them for future 
generations, which makes them all the more precious. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please insert colour photo of Wollomi pine (to be emailed) 
 
 
 
 
 
The tree collection here was started in 1917 by Thomas Priest 
and increased until he died in 1942 (he must also have had an 
eye to our descendants) - this first phase therefore spanning two 
world wars. It fell into disrepair thereafter until scrub was cleared 
in 1983 by the Chilterns Small Woodlands Group, after which a 
local voluntary group, Friends of Priestfield, was founded and has 
cared for it until today, occasionally adding more trees. They 
open it to the public twice a year - the next occasion is Sunday, 
October 20th. If you do not know this reserve, you can go and 
purchase a guide to all the tree species there and, even better, 
join the group for a modest fee, giving yourself the opportunity of 
visiting more regularly. 
 
Unusually for this district, the soil here is quite acid and the 
grassland preserves some plants seldom seen around here these 
days, most notably Sheep's Sorrel, Bog Stitchwort and Borrer's 
Male-fern, and is also good for a range of toadstools in the 
autumn - the next Open Day should be a good time to look out for 
these aside from any freshly-mown paths. (If I have any 
complaint from a conservationist's perspective, it is that grass 
cuttings are not removed, which encourages banks of nettles and 
docks, and suppresses the uncommon fungi.) There is a good 
range of wildlife to be found in summer, helped especially by a 
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sprinkling of broad-leaved species, some of them native, most 
especially the Wild Service Tree, which is rare today in our 
woods and hedgerows, although it was once frequent enough for 
its berries, known as ‘chequers’ to give their name to a number of 
pubs (such as the one nearby in Prestwood), because they were 
used to flavour a locally-made liqueur. The leaves of the Wild 
Service show many galls and leaf-mines, indicating how insects 
have evolved to use this native tree over the millennia. 
 
 
 
 
 
Please insert colour photo of wild service tree (to be emailed) 
 
 
 
 
 
There are many uncommon spiders and insects, so look closely 
among the foliage as well as admiring the trees from afar. Such a 
dense plantation of pines is also much used by Coal Tits, Siskins 
and Goldcrests - and I would not be surprised if Crossbills were 
not attracted when they come south from Scotland in the winter. 
 
 
please insert colour photo of arboretum  (to be emailed) 
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Chiltern alpines full page colour ad – to be emailed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

Chiltern Group of  
                                                              
The Alpine Garden Society Chiltern Gentian 

 
Come and join our friendly, active group that has 
been established for over 25 years. We have a membership of around 50 
ranging from alpine specialists to 
people who just enjoy plants of all 
sorts. 

Regular Events 

Monthly meeting;  7.30 pm       

2 nd   Friday of most months. 

The Village Hall, Great Kingshill, 
High Wycombe. HP15 6DW. 
Parking at hall or at the Common 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 

Raffle and plant sales 
Annual show; with the chance to win 
silverware! 
Summer Garden Party; usually in a 
member’s garden 
Holiday; visiting public and private 
gardens  and/or  
Day trip; nature reserve or gardens 
Christmas Social; members’ talks 

    Meetings 
Date 2019 Presentation                          Speaker 
Sept 13 Collectors’ Alpines                        Robert Rolfe 

Oct 11 Plantsman’s guide to American West            Julian Sutton 

Nov 8                Bhutan, in search of the pink Poppywort Tim Lever                                              

Dec 13 Christmas Social 

Date   2020 

Jan 10 Western Australia                                       David Haselgrove   

Feb 14 Mats, carpets and cushions in Svalbard  

                            and New Zealand- Compare and contrast             David Charlton 

Mar 13 Chile inc Torres del Paine and Argentina            Richard Horswood 

Apr 3                 Annual Show  and AGM  

May 8                Member Talk                     To be confirmed 
 

Visitors very welcome (£3). You do not have to be a member of the 
Alpine Garden Society to attend our meetings. Annual Subscription: £8.00, 
plus a meeting attendance charge of £1. 

Contact: John Gill 01296 613577 Email chilternalpinegroup@gmail.com 

Chiltern Gentian

                                                             



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SJ fashion – to be emailed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COOL TO BE KIND 
ETHICAL FASHION 

 
You might be under the impression that it's hard to find fashion 
brands that are ethical and sustainable, but it's far easier than 
you think. By avoiding fast fashion brands that fuel the “wear 
once and throw away” culture and looking towards brands that 
are committed to making a difference, you can too. 

To make it even easier we've selected our favourite ethical 
brands for you... 

 
 

 

We start with this cool jumper by H&M from 
their Conscious Collection. Made from wool 
and recycled polyester, this is guaranteed to 
look good over jeans or a smart skirt, and at 
just £19.99 it’s incredible value for money. 
www.hm.com 
If you are concerned about washing synthetic 
fibres, then the AntiBad microplastic guppy-
friendly washbag is just what you need. This 
£25 washbag catches microfibers preventing 
them from reaching rivers and oceans and is 
itself fully recyclable. www.antibadstore.com 
 
 

itself fully recyclable. 

 

The Levi Jeans Re/Done collection takes apart old 
jeans an repurposes them into new styles. Every 
pair is a one-off which helps to reduce waste and 
water usage. £225 
www.levi.com 
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SJ fashion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

These smart trainers from the Adidas x Parley collection are made from 
upcycled plastic collected from remote islands, beaches and coastlines. 
Ethical and stylish! £140 www.adidas.co.uk 

 

Our final piece is understated luxury, and ok, it’s not cheap at £685, but 
what a beautiful bag that is also kind to the planet. Guaranteed to go with 
whatever outfit you feel like wearing and you can be confident that you 
are helping to save the environment for future generations. Stella 
McCartney cruelty-free Alter-Nappa Star over shoulder bag. 
www.stellamccartney.com 

We hope you have found something you like for the coming 
season; I will be looking out for you wearing these pieces around 
the village! 

Sarajane Reynolds

For those of you who prefer 
natural fibres, this 100% organic 
cotton t-shirt from Katharine 
Hamnett is made in a renewable 
energy powered factory, and 
printed in the UK, using low waste 
ink technology. A bargain at just 
£25. 
www.katherinehamnett.com 
 



Prestwood Nature has been maintaining a small area of land off 
Greenlands Lane in Prestwood as a Pollinator Friendly Garden. 
The idea has been to grow plants which are of use to various 
insects and other invertebrates and demonstrate to people how 
they could plant them in their own gardens. This has turned into 
an area much enjoyed by the local community.  

Please insert photo showing bench 

Sadly this summer it was the object of two attacks by vandals 
one of which culminated in a large fire and seats and compost 
bins being destroyed, leaving part of the area as seen here:  

Some Sad News about our 
Pollinator Friendly Garden 
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Please insert photo showing vandalism 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
However we are determined not to give in to this and already a 
party of volunteers have cleared the debris and left the area 
ready for restoration over the winter. 
 
Please insert photo of cleanup 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Plans are now afoot to revitalise the whole area so we can 
continue to show how to help provide homes and food for the 
wildlife around us. This will, of course, be expensive in terms of 
both money and volunteer hours. So if you have any expertise in 
horticulture or landscaping or would just like to help please get in 
touch with me Vanessa Rickett – chair@prestwoodnature.org 
 
We would welcome visits from Great Kingshill residents to see 
what we are doing and perhaps help with ideas about how best to 
restore the Garden. It is on Greenlands Lane, Prestwood, 
adjacent to the allotment site - come and see us. 
 
Vanessa Rickett 
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Printer please insert 2 new colour half page ads 
 
Dog walking and Kingshill crafts – both to be emailed 
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Fancy something a bit different?  Discover why the simple pleasures in life are often the most 
enjoyable. Put aside a few hours and join one of my craft workshops making a handmade item. 

Bespoke parties for children or adults at your home also available. 
Forthcoming workshops run October to December creating unique items plus festive 

decorations and gifts from £25 for a 2.5-hour workshop. 
 

  

 
 

Unique gifts available from FB Page – Kingshill Crafts                                                              
For more details contact       kingshillcrafts@gmail.com        � 07939 394330 
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So far this year there have been a number of local events publicising the 
work of the council and gaining appreciation and interest in the work of 
the council. 

This summer we have already arranged four really popular visits to the 
RAF base at Naphill to get a tour of Bomber Harris’s office and the 
tunnels; due to their popularity two more visits have been arranged. 

This Autumn we have planned a series of local topical talks for which 
bookings are already being arranged.  
The Fields in Trust event at Hughenden, Napfest and Widmer End Fayre 
have all seen the council stand at the centre of conversation and 
discussion about local services; there is a sense that things have 
changed over the years. 

Please try to come to any of the future events listed and be part of this 
special year 

Annual Grant 
The Parish Council is pleased to be able to help to support the Great 
Kingshill Village Hall magazine for the next two years with an annual 
donation of £500 towards the ongoing publication costs of the magazine.   

New Noticeboard in Great Kingshill 
The Parish Council have recently installed a new noticeboard on 
Missenden Road by the traffic lights at the Common.  The intention is that 
it will be shared with the Residents Association/Village Hall and the 
Council for notices affecting the local community.   

Annual Allotment Competition 
Congratulations to all our winners. The trophies will be presented to the 
Parish-wide winners at 7pm on Tuesday 10th September at the start of the 
full Council Meeting at the Parish Office, The Common, Great Kingshill. 

 
 

125 Years  
Hughenden Parish Council 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Printer to insert colour poster of HPC events – to be emailed 
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Autumn Talks 
 

Suffragettes and the Hughenden Vote - 
Edward Thonne  
Wednesday 2nd October – Church House 
Hughenden Manor 7pm  

Bodgers - Keith Spencer 
Wednesday 9th October  
Church House, Hughenden Manor 7pm  

Hughenden and WW1 – Maj Glenn Ridgely 
Friday 11th October – Small Hall,  
Hughenden Valley Village Hall 7pm  

Area History: Lace Making - Pam Smith   
Saturday 12th October – Naphill Village Hall 3pm 
(Part of Naphill Heritage Day)   

Chiltern Landscapes – Doug Kennedy 
 18th October – Great Kingshill Village Hall 7pm 

 

Hughenden and WW2 – Janet Idle/Bob Digby 
Wednesday 30th October – Small Hall, Hughenden 
Valley Village Hall 7pm 

Chiltern Woodlands – John Morris 
Friday 1st November – Great Kingshill Village Hall 7pm  

 
For further details – email simon.kearey@hughendenpc.org.uk 07956 183262  
Talks are all FREE – Refreshments provided – no need to book 



 
 

HPC full page b/w ad 
Hughenden and the RAF 
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Hughenden and the RAF

Autumn Events 
23 September 1.30-3pm The Harris Room, General 
history of the station, the aircraft & the tunnels 

27 September 1.30-3pm The Harris Room, General 
history of the station, the aircraft & the tunnels 

For bookings and further details : 
email simon.kearey@hughendenpc.org.uk 07956 183262 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Easy plumb ad same as last time please 
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Eazy plumb ad 
 
 
 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Serving the community with 
Reliable Plumbing & Heating Services:

  Boiler & Central Heating Diagnostics

  Boiler Servicing & Repairs

  Central Heating & Boiler Installation

  Gas Installations

  Central Heating Power Flushing

  All Domestic Plumbing & Heating

Fully Insured

Highly qualified & registered 

Small Family business with 15 years of experience

Telephone Gary on 

01494 716408    |   07818 085585 
Our Accreditations:



 
ROAD SAFETY NEWS 

 
Speedwatch 
 
Following the success of the Thames Valley Police and Bucks 
County Council Speedwatch programme, the need has arisen for 
an additional Thames Valley Police speedwatch support 
volunteer to help maintain the Speedwatch Database for our 
neighbourhood. This involves checking the information recorded 
on the Speedwatch Data Sheets provided by local roadside 
Community Speedwatch volunteers against the Police National 
Computer, maintaining the accuracy of the Speedwatch 
Computer Database in line with TVP policies and Data Protection 
legislation, and sending out warning letters to the registered 
keepers of the vehicles as recorded on the Data Sheets. 
 
If you have a few hours to spare each week and would like to 
become a Thames Valley Police volunteer, then please contact 
James Perkins on 01494 488442 who will be able to give you 
more information. 
This is an unpaid volunteer role but out of pocket and travel 
expenses would be reimbursed. 
 
 
Speed Awareness Campaign   
 
August has seen the launch of our speed awareness 
campaign to support Thames Valley Police (TVP) with their 
increased enforcement during August. Every day we are sharing 
a different snippet of info about speeding on our Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/TravelSafeBucks/ 
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Rural Driving  
 
Harvest is in full swing and that means more tractors and 
agricultural machines on the roads! We shared some information 
about this on our social media channels but you can find out 
more info using the following link: 
https://www.nfumutual.co.uk/news-and-stories/rural-driving-tips/ 
 
 
Safe Drive Stay Alive 2019: Save the date!  
 
Safe Drive Stay Alive is back this autumn for another year. The 
hard hitting road safety road show teaches young people across 
Bucks about the importance of not speeding or using your phone 
or drink driving and reminds them of the importance of wearing a 
seat belt.  
It is made all the more impactful with the appearance of the 
emergency services and survivors of road accidents. To book 
your place, contact June Howlett at 
t-jhowlett@buckscc.org  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Printer to insert village environmental 
services ad 

Same as last time please 
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Teddy’s Tales – The Next Chapter 

 

I enjoyed the Summer Newsletter, but I had to borrow a pair of 
reading glasses from my daddy! I like to know what is going on in 
Great Kingshill and I hear on the grapevine from my mummy that 
new events are being introduced through the Residents’ 
Association. She is really excited bless her! Lots to be 
announced at the AGM in September, so come along and find 
out more. 

Since the last issue, we have had lots of lovely comments on our 
articles from local residents, especially children, so we have 
made even more friends.  

Over the summer, I have continued helping in the garden, digging 
lots of holes in the grass and pulling up plants. I have mastered 
getting my paws to work at record speed to create big craters in 
the lawn and can pull up just about any shrub and plant 
effortlessly with my mouth alone. You would think my humans 
would be praising me for all this hard work, I don’t even charge 
them for this gardening service, but all I hear is ‘NO Teddy, 
Stop!!!’ My favourite game is removing as much mud as I can 
from the tubs before anyone notices and then wait for them to put 
it back in the tub and as they walk away, I start again. It’s brilliant. 

I am still a puppy and although I can be a bit mischievous, 
anyone who knows me will vouch that I have a friendly 
temperament and love everybody. Problem is some of the older 
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dogs can’t be bothered with puppies who bound around, so I am 
having to learn doggy etiquette. I love all the local walks in and 
around Great Kingshill which keep me fit and entertained – 
Pipers, the Turkey Farm, Penn Woods, Widmer End, Coombe 
Hill, Hughenden to name a few – my fitness levels are good. 

Great fun down at Hughenden recently, the cows had left 
massive runny deposits behind and the enticing smell was just 
too much for me. The sheer joy I felt as I ran towards it, dived 
right in and then rolled around coating my fur with the wonderful 
smell of the countryside. What’s not to love? I can’t understand 
what all the fuss was about, I thought I smelt and looked 
wonderful. I’m pretty sure I have seen mummy with a similar thing 
on her face, which she calls a face mask. Well my thoughts are - 
if its good enough for her its good enough for me �I went to a big 
field in Prestwood the other day and WOW, so many new sounds 
and smells. Lots of huge old machines and vehicles about and a 
smell I could not place. This was a great afternoon, which I learnt 
was the Chiltern Steam Rally and I met so many new doggy pals. 

There is talk in the house about me going to the vets to ‘be done’ 
as I am starting to mark everywhere, I don’t like the sound of this! 
I mean humans are always popping to the toilet and I don’t see 
anyone marching them down to the doctor’s to be done. 

There was a lot of fuss in the house on 16th July, some new toys 
appeared – HOORAY as I’ve destroyed all the others, a walk with 
my favourite doggy chums and lots of cuddles and spoiling from 
mummy and daddy. The words ‘Happy Birthday Teddy’ were 
mentioned several times, so I am not sure exactly what it means 
but I do know I like it.  

I am still waiting to hear if my services are required to trial 
indestructible puppy and doggy toys for a pet company, as my 
mummy has told them “You need to meet Teddy!” I will keep you 
posted. 

Teddy  
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Printer to insert village hall contacts – to be 
emailed 
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GREAT KINGSHILL VILLAGE HALL – CONTACT LIST 
 

If you want to know more about an activity, please call the contact below – or just go 
along at the given time 

To book the Hall, please call Carol Sammut on 07792 199151 

Badminton – Ladies Tuesday   9.30-11.30 am Chris Gould 01494 714566 

Ballet – Children  
(see also Modern Dance) 

Tuesday    3.45-5.30 pm Anna Hayward 07841 124697 

Ballroom Dancing  Thursday   8.00-10.00 pm Linda Paton  07980 951544 

Body Blitz Monday    7.15-8.30 pm Alice Ramcharran 07500 772146 

Body Control Pilates Friday    9.30-10.30 am Alison Wright 07813 540751 

Chiltern Alpine Plants 2nd Friday   7.30-10.30 pm Fred Plumeridge 01296 668170 

Chiltern Countryside Group 1st Saturday   2.00-5.00 pm   
(November-March) 

Linda Hughes 01628 530649 

Chiltern 20s – Badminton Monday   8.40-10.30 pm Hazel Strathdee 01494 562689 

Coffee Café  Friday  11.00 am-12.00 pm Just turn up  

Dance with Attitude - Children Thursday  4.00-6.00 pm Rebecca Beauchamp 07795 173581 

Great Kingshill Ladies 2nd Wed    2.00-4.15 pm Sylvia Briggs 01494 714127 

Keep Fit Thursday   9.45-10.45 am Kath Essex 01494 714719 

Line Dancing Wednesday   7.30-9.30 pm Donna Livingstone 01844 867052 

Mah Jong 4th Monday    2.00-4.00 pm Cathi Grainger  01494 715530 

Modern Dance – Children 
(see also Ballet) 

Tuesday     5.30-6.45 pm Anna Hayward 07841 124697 

Modern Pilates Wednesday  9.30-10.30 am Nicola Gibbs 01494 525459 
07949 164613 

Pilates Monday     4.45-5.45 pm 
  and  6.00-7.00 pm 

Wednesday    6.15-7.15 pm 

Rosie Lewin 01494 812796 
07932 607116 

Pilates with Pamela Thursday   11.30-12.30 pm Pamela Wilson  07759 831706 

Seido Karate – Junior Thursday  6.30-7.30 pm Roger Thyer-Jones 01494 565341 

Senior Fitness Monday   10.30-11.20 am Alison Wright 07813 540751 

Sewing Bee 1st and 3rd Mondays 
1.00-4.00 pm 

Cathi Grainger 01494 715530 

Table Tennis Monday     7.30-10.30 pm 
Tuesday     7.30-10.30 pm 

Susana Hansell 01494 713572 

U3A – Discovering Science 1st Friday   2.00-4.00 pm David Jarman 01494 712441 

U3A – The World We Live In 3rd Friday   2.00-4.00 pm David Jarman 01494 712441 

Wycombe Scrappers (generally) Last weekend in 
month  Fri pm & all day Sat 

Alison Maclean 07966 149747 

Yogalates Monday     9.15-10.15 am Alison Wright 07813 540751 

 



 
 

 
 

GREAT KINGSHILL VILLAGE HALL 
 

The Great Kingshill Village Hall is a community resource, a venue 
for meetings, parties, education, health & fitness, and 
entertainment – public and private events. Regular sessions 
cover a very wide range, from Badminton to Ballroom Dancing, 
and from Sewing to Yogalates. And the Friday morning coffee 
café is as popular as ever. The hall is registered as a charity, 
largely self-funding, run by a small committee of volunteer 
trustees. In other words: it is for you! There’s more about events 
and activities on our web page:  
www.greatkingshill.org/index.php/village-hall 
 
There is always something to do when running a large public 
building. Last year we had an invasion of bees in a roof void, this 
year we’ve had moles chewing up the grass at the front. More 
seriously we had to deal with the theft of lead from part of the 
roof. It was taken after a period of drought but on the evening 
before very heavy rains, causing serious leaks through to the hall 
floor. We were very fortunate that there was a Pilates class in 
progress - they heroically limited the damage with buckets and 
bins to catch the water. For emergency repairs we are very 
grateful to Simon Bradley our caretaker, and to Trevor Darley.  
 
Thanks to grants from Bucks CC and Hughenden Parish Council, 
and some self-funding, we have refurbished the gents, ladies and 
the disabled/baby-change toilets in the past year. Next up is the 
much more significant kitchen refurbishment – currently in the 
planning stage, looking at options, but it is clear that we will need 
to seek funding, since the hall is generally run on a break-even 
basis.  
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I do urge you to sign up to the GKRA mailing list since this is the 
best way we can keep you updated on what is happening in the 
hall, and in the village in general. If you have any suggestions for 
what the village hall should be used for, any requests, or you’d 
like to know about hiring the hall, please let us know: 
peter.jackling@btconnect.com 
 
 
Peter Jackling 
Chairman, Great Kingshill Village Hall 
 

                       
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Macmillan coffee morning 
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 Registered	Charity	Number	261017	 

 Coffee and cakes to enjoy, stalls, 
home-baked cakes for sale, raffle (cakes, biscuits, 
scones and raffle prizes appreciated – please drop 
off at the Spar)  

For more information please contact Hannah 
Blowing at the Spar Shop 

SEE YOU THERE! 

 
 
	

Please come along to the 
world’s largest coffee 

morning and support this 
excellent charity 

In the Village Hall on 
Friday 

27th September 10:00 – 12:00	
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Full Moon ad 
New ad to be emailed 
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Have your say on the proposed council tax 
scheme for the new Buckinghamshire Council 

 
In a consultation launched on 14 August 2019, residents are being asked 
for their views on how the new Buckinghamshire council will support 
people on low incomes with their council tax bills through a new Council 
Tax Reduction (Support) Scheme. The changes are being discussed as 
the five councils prepare to become one, new council from 1 April 2020.  
  
Currently the four district councils, Aylesbury Vale, Chiltern, South Bucks 
and Wycombe, offer different levels of council tax support across 
Buckinghamshire, through the Council Tax Reduction Scheme. However, 
from 1 April 2020, there will be one council for Buckinghamshire, so the 
proposal is to have one scheme for the whole of the county, meaning 
people in the same situation are treated consistently and fairly wherever 
they live.The proposal brings the four current schemes together in the 
most effective way, with the least amount of change for those currently 
receiving a reduction in their council tax bill while making sure the new 
scheme is affordable for the new council.  

Council tax support is offered to people of working age on low incomes 
who are eligible for a reduction in their council tax based on their financial 
situation. This includes vulnerable people such as people who receive 
qualifying disability benefit and single parents with a child/children under 
5. The proposed scheme does not affect pensioners who will continue to 
receive the same level of council tax reduction as directed by 
Government. Many people will see little or no changes, but combining 
four schemes into one does mean there will be some differences.Martin 
Tett, Leader of the Shadow Executive, said: “When we are one council it’s 
important that there isn’t a postcode lottery on the help our residents can 
get. We want a fair approach that offers residents the same level of 
support with their council tax bills no matter where they live in the county.” 

To find out more and have your say, 
visit https://shadow.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/consultations/counciltaxredu
ction 

For further information please contact: Karen Munson on 
01296674654 or email c-kmunson@buckscc.gov.uk  

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Printer please insert the “Advertise your local business” ad from p48 
in the last edition and KJ windows 

2 x quarter page 
 
thanks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Printer please insert energetic healing ad 
Half page 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ADVERTISE YOUR LOCAL BUSINESS IN 
THIS NEWSLETTER 

 
We offer very competitive rates with a 
discount for residents of the village. 

 
The Newsletter is distributed to around 

1000 households four times a year. 
 

To advertise please contact us at 
gkra.newsletter@gmail.com 
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Relax and Revitalise your Body and Mind

M: 07973 867272  E: carine@energetic-healing.co.uk

energetichealingUK www.energetic-healing.co.uk

Please contact me for more details: Carine Evans - Holistic Therapist

TREATMENTS:
•   Reflexology (Face, Feet or Hands)

•   Reiki 

•   Face Lift Massage

•   Deep Tissue Massage

•   Hot Stone Massage

•   Ear Candling

•   Bespoke combined treatments

BENEFITS:
•   Reduced stress levels

•   Rebalanced hormones

•   Deep relaxation

•   Increased vitality and energy

•   Strengthened immunity

•   Improved sleeping patterns

•   Feel and look younger 

 
Based in Perks Lane, Prestwood 

GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE

PLUS: ‘Facetastics’ Workshops: exercises to lift and tone your face
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Thameside carpets ad 
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Beacon Funerals ad 
Same as last time please 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

GREAT KINGSHILL CRICKET CLUB 
 
England batsman Joe Denly at Great Kingshill C.C.  
On Friday September 20th 2019 we have England batsman Joe Denly as 
our guest this year at our annual celebrity evening. Joe will give a 
Masterclass with some of our junior players before mingling with guests 
during the provided BBQ followed by a Q&A in the pavilion. For further 
details please see the flyer at the end of this report. 
 
Most Inspiring and Diverse Cricket Offer Award 
Great Kingshill Cricket Club (GKCC) are really pleased to announce that 
we have been recognised by the Buckinghamshire Cricket Board for 
providing the ‘Most Inspiring and Diverse Cricket Offer’ in the County in 
2019. This is a great honour for the Club and reflects the wide range of 
activities and programmes that we provide. Here are a few highlights. 
GKCC had in excess of 180 boys and girls participate at the club across 
the 2019 season. Included in this are 87 five to eight-year-olds who 
participated in the ECB All Stars Programme. This is a programme 
designed to introduce younger children to cricket and we have seen a 
great response locally, with so many youngsters having great fun, 
celebrating England winning the Cricket World Cup, and learning new 
skills along the way. I am sure many of the local residents will have seen 
‘the sea’ of blue shirted children playing their games on the Common on a 
Sunday morning. 
Amongst the slightly older players, GKCC played 66 Bucks Cricket Board 
matches, counting all age groups from U9 through to U18. Of these 34 
were won, with the U9 Kestrels finishing joint top of their league, the U11s 
finishing second and the U13s and U14s finishing 3rd in their respective 
leagues. All teams had success and we particularly enjoy it when our 
village club competes successfully against the ‘bigger’ town clubs.  
We have extended our programme of activities this season, and now 
have over 30 girls playing at the Club. Very often we field joint boys and 
girls teams, with the girls making a fantastic contribution to the games. 
We have entered all girls teams in local competitions and have even 
hosted a ‘Mums and Daughters’ competition.  
Through the 2019 season we have had 19 cricketers involved in the 
Buckinghamshire County Junior Player Pathway, with 6 of our players 
representing their county age groups.  
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In addition to all the above, and under the leadership of Luke Wright, we 
also provide Disability Cricket programmes, with regular fun and training 
sessions for players with a wide range range of special needs. The Club 
also participates in the Lords Taverner’s Table Cricket programme, 
providing a cricket experience for children requiring wheelchairs. One of 
our highlights of the season was hosting a match against the England 
Deaf Academy, taking the opportunity to promote Hearing Dogs for The 
Deaf on that match day. We are also really proud that one of our first 
team players, Jason Tanner, is himself part of the Surrey County team for 
deaf players. So, as you can see, we have a really diverse offer for 
cricketers of all age groups at GKCC.  
 
Our senior men’s teams are also having a successful 2019, at the time 
of writing, after 14 league games, both our 1st XI and 2nd XI are in fourth 
place in their respective leagues. The 1st XI now revert to the win/lose 
match format for the last 4 league games of the season hoping that they 
can repeat their unbeaten run in that format in the first 5 matches of the 
season. Unfortunately the win/lose/draw format was not so successful for 
them, in those nine matches there were 3 losses and 2 draws. Two rained 
off matches has not helped as the two teams at the top of the league, 
Littlewick Green and Pinner, managed to play and win their matches on 
those days.  
The 2nd XI with a game in hand over their closest rivals have the 
possibility of finishing in second place and promotion with a good run in 
the last four matches of the season. However, the season ends this year 
has been a very enjoyable and social one.   
Also, the resurrection of our Sunday XI has proved to be a success in 
providing very sociable games as well as enabling us to bring in some of 
our junior players from the U14 and 15 teams into senior cricket. The 
highlight of the Sunday games was the match v The President’s XI whose 
team was made up of players that had all played at the club as juniors 
and who were either no longer living in the area or not playing for the club 
on a regular basis.  
Before the match started our new electronic scoreboard was officially 
opened and recognised with a plaque in memory of Tony Priestley who 
passed away earlier in the year. Tony played for the club for many years 
and after retirement from the game was scorer for both the 1st XI and the 
Under 17 team. Tony’s son Sean played for The President’s XI along with 
Tony’s grandson Ben. 
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Social Media 
Results and Fixtures can be found on our websites 
www.greatkingshill.play-cricket.com and further details regarding the club 
on www.gkcc.org . You can also follow us on Twitter “@GKCC1890” and 
also on Facebook 
We also have fun with our Fantasy Cricket League www.great-
kingshill.fantasyclubcricket.co.uk . Margaret Free’s team after leading the 
league all season has just been overtaken by Michael Mackenzie Crooks 
who now leads by 19 points. 
 
Date for Diaries 
Annual Dinner at The Red Lion, Great Kingshill -   Friday November 
29th 2019 
   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cricket club ad for event to be emailed please fit into this space 
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Events diary – to be emailed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Great Kingshill Residents’ Association 

Diary of Events 

Date Event 
Sunday 29th 
September 
Village Hall 
7.30pm 

Annual General Meeting 
Learn about what we’ve be getting up to 
over the past year and join us afterwards for 
a glass of wine. 
 

Saturday 5th 
October 
Cherry Tree 
Farm, 
Missenden Rd, 
HP15 6ED 
7.30pm for 8 pm 
start 

Wine & cheese evening 
Sample a variety of cheese and wine 
accompanied by a short talk by author and 
past QI elf, Stevyn Colgan.  

Friday 1st 
November 
Cockpit Rd field 
Gates open 6pm 
 

Fireworks and bonfire 
Enjoy a fireworks display and bonfire that 
you can walk to. BBQ and refreshments 
available as part of a traditional celebration. 

Sunday 10th 
November 
Village Hall  
10.45 am 
 

Service of remembrance 
Join us for a short remembrance service 
followed by refreshments. 

Sunday 15th 
December 

Carols in the Village 

 

Please look out for posters around the village nearer the time 
for more details of each event. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scotts Elite Landscapes 
Same as last time 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ALL ASPECTS OF HARD AND SOFT 
LANDSCAPING, PATIOS, DRIVEWAYS,  

PORCELAIN SLABS, BRICKWORK, TURFING, 
FENCING, DECKING, GROUNDS MAINTENANCE, 

ARTIFICIAL GRASS, TREE SURGERY

SUPERIOR ATTENTION TO DETAIL
BOTH CONTEMPORARY AND TRADITIONAL 

FINISH

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Established since 1997 • References available • Fully insured



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pipers Corner School – same as last one, thanks 
 


